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EDITORIAL 


International Calvinistic 
Congress In Amsterdam 


Dr. William C. Robinson is attending the Inter- 
national Calvinistic Congress in Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, a devotional conference called by Dr. J. Elwin 
Wright, of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals in Montroux, Switzerland, and the World 
Council of Churches in Amsterdam. While in Lon- 
don, Dr. Robinson is preaching in Westminster 
Chapel for Dr. Lloyd-Jones and at St. Stephens’s 
Church Clapham for Rev. Cyril Carter.—H.B.D. 


Another Beloved 
Physician 


God called Luke to be Paul’s beloved physician 
and dependable associate. As such Luke wrote a 
significant part of the New Testament. But Luke is 
only one of a great succession. 


Yesterday after attending Westminster Abbey 
and seeing the Queen—or at least the Queen 
Mother—we went over to Westminster Chapel and 
heard the Gospel magnificently preached by another 
beloved physician. Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones was 
a successful practising physician in London when 
the Intervarsity Fellowship led him into the study 
of God’s Word. Today as the Pastor of West- 
minster Chapel he preaches to large congregations 
two every Sunday. The main auditorium is filled 
for the morning worship, while the evening congre- 
gation overflows into the balconies. The Chapel 
seats 2,500 people. 


We were first impressed by the preacher’s loy- 
alty to our Lord Jesus Christ. For Dr. Lloyd-Jones, 
Jesus is the Messiah, who is our Lord, our God, our 
Saviour. He is the foundation. Then salvation is 
of grace. From the naturalism and mediaeval 
merit religion of the Abbey preacher, it was a 
pleasure to hear the Reformation note of Grace 
from the Chapel minister. I am told that at a 
Luther rally in London, Dr. Lloyd-Jones pro- 
claimed the imputation of Christ’s righteousness 
to sinners with more clarity than any other speak- 
er. Finally, his sermon was great Bible preaching. 
We heard him in his last exposition of the Epistle 
to the Philippians. All the riches of that Epistle— 


ry 
te | 


and the Epistles to Corinthians—were drawn on 
to bless God’s people with His Word. Under his 


ministry the sheep hear the Voice of the Good 
Shepherd. 


One might mention other beloved physicians. 
The secretary of the Intervarsity Fellowship which 
is establishing students in the faith around the 
world is Dr. Arthur Johnson—a physician and sur- 
geon of London—much in demand whenever the 
Intervarsity Fellowship allows him time to practise. 


God called Dr. Nelson Bell back from China to 
lead the fight in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
for the faith of the Son of God—since we preach- 
ers were not doing a strong enough job. And 
our beloved physician is showing himself a great 
leader just because he is so willing and anxious 
to serve the King. —Wnm.C.R. 


—_——@——— 


While Men Slept 


Some feel that reference to Communism is out 
of place in a Christian periodical. Their contention 
is that Communism is a political issue and, as such, 
should be settled at the polls and in the exercise of 
an efficient democracy at work. 


_ But, Communism is far more than a political 
issue. In fact it is not a political issue at all; it is 
an ideology which is the antithesis of the freedoms 
which make effective politics possible. It is the 
most evil form of despotism because, posing as the 
benefactor of man, it takes from him his most pre- 
cious possession, his freedom. 


_ While America has been sleeping, Communistic 
infiltration has been going on at an ever increasing 
rate of progress until today it is an open and 
brazen menace. 


We have no patience with those who, despite the 
evidence to the contrary, feel that safety and pro- 
gress rest in the freedoms we possess as a people. 
The freedoms guaranteed to American citizens by 
our forefathers never contemplated protection to 
those who would destroy those freedoms. 


Some now identified with left-wing organization 
are dupes. Others are visionaries who lack both the 
judgement and ability to see things through to their 
inevitable conclusion. Many others are definitely 
committed to those hell-inspired theories and prac: 
tices which constitute Communism, the devil's 
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counterpart to the Christian way of life, both for 
the individual and a nation. (We have used lan- 
guage we believe both justified and necessary to 
rightly describe Communism). 


In a crisis such as is now openly and increasingly 
developing in America we need Christian leader- 
ship at its best. Christian citizens need to pray and 
as Christian citizens they need to make known 
their convictions in ways unmistakably clear. 


This does not involve hysteria, nor is it to be 
seared off by cries of “‘witch hunt.” It does mean a 
diligence of search and an effectiveness of treat- 
ment justified by the condition. 


Some of our universities, under the guise of 
academic freedom, have permitted Communists or 
their sympathizers to become and continue mem- 
bers of faculties and these men have done an evil 
work. 


Some labor unions have unwittingly permitted 
infiltration until Communists directly or indirectly 
control policies and actions. 


Some political organizations and aspirants have 
brazenly taken up the Moscow party-line until the 
recent so-called Progressive Party Convention in 
Philadelphia actually was openly run by Commun- 
ists and known fellow travellers. 


It behooves every Christian to realize that Com- 
munism is the foe to everything we hold precious, 
including the right to worship God and preach His 
Christ. As a nation we have reached out and taken 
the hand of a nation which denies God, which 
makes a mockery of human rights and freedoms, 
which makes serfs of her own people and her land 
a land of terror. For expediency’s sake we have 
made common cause with the leaders of the most 
collosal reign of terror in the world’s history. 


Are we reaping the whirlwind? We are, and the 
end is not yet. We believe the Christian answer to 
the national situation in which we find ourselves is 
repentance, repentance from the sin of official re- 
cognition of a godless regime and a judicial elimi- 
nation of those within our own land who prefer 
the ideology of Moscow to our own. 


We have no patience with those in the Federal 
Council or other church organizations who insist 
that we must learn to get along with Russia. We 
believe that this can only be accomplished by sur- 
rendering or compromising principles more precious 
than life itself. We believe too that this philosophy, 
rather than prevent war will lead to war and our 
Serious national hurt. 


Christian citizens, we make no pretense of being 
a prophet, but we most earnestly contend that 
while sleeping the sleep of ignorance, indifference 
or a sense of false security in our own national 
destiny, we may soon awake to the tragic realiza- 


tion that while we have slept an enemy hath sown 
tares, N 


—_——_.@—___ 


Tortoise Or Hare? 


The Church’s way is made plain, its one way— 
hot politics, pressure, profundity, but the preach- 
ig and practice of the Gospel. The Mediaeval 
Church was-recreant even while lustily regnant; she 


"2 her way, her Gospel. The Church of today, no 


onger regnant even, is sadly impotent while pre- 


cociously active; and for the same reason. For the 
people of the Lord, past and present, are not 
exempt from liability to the charge that they have 
discarded their charter of organization and their 
badge of service. If that be true, then no human 
substitutes, not even feverish activity, can either 
redeem the Church’s standing before her Lord, or 
redeem men dead in sin. 


Dr. Kirsop Lake once remarked that when a man 
loses his way he runs all the faster. Set this over 
against the Church’s countless institutes, her many 
conventions, the succession of conferences, funds 
for surveys and reports, multiplied advices, fact- 
findings, programs, organizations, committees, and 
so forth. One cannot but be impressed with the 
emphasis on mechanics, methods, machinery, ma- 
nipulations. We become embroiled in things. It 
could easily be imagined that the record is “by 
might and by power and not by My Spirit.” It is 
easing to the mind, if not legitimate, to think of 
the Apostle Paul, facing all Europe’s paganism and 
sin, and receiving a call to come over and help, 
thereupon determining to preach the Gospel unto 
them, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called 
him and his companions to do that very and only 
thing! No surveys, no reports, no conferences; just 
the Gospel. And one might almost feel embarrassed 
for the Lord (God save the mark!) that He sug- 
gested no program-sheet, no statistical data, no 
compendiums of progress, wages and hours, stan- 
dards (save moral and spiritual). Did He say one 
thing is needful? We merely hold another conven- 
tion. He did command to preach the Gospel: we 
arrange a series of conferences. He did urge to 
feed the sheep: we make a survey. He cried: “Bring 
them to me”: we respond with the glory of ecu- 
menicity ... It is not so much that these things 
should be left undone, but that the other should be 
done! Not World Councils less, but Gospel obedi- 
ence more! 


What a commentary on our methods and schemes 
and preparations and adjustments and investiga- 
tions, that the uneducated and those who have 
never learned in “‘the schools,” have no more sense 
than to jump right in without the specified and re- 
commended paraphernalia and standardized prepar- 
ation, and do the work of the Lord, while we stand 
around figuring, conferring, reading reports on 
methods and standards. Think of Wesley’s ex- 
horters. Remember Wrycliffe’s Lollards. Take a 
page from recent history. Several years ago at a 
meeting of the American Association of Theolog- 
ical Schools, Prof. Liston Pope, of Yale, said: “In 
1941 eight seminaries of the twenty-eight which 
were surveyed, offered special courses in the field 
of industry and labor, and in the eight, only one or 
two brief courses. No American Seminary prepares 
men for this difficult ministry ... and industrial 
workers are being captured by preachers of the 
newer Pentecost and Holiness sects!!”’ That looks 
like it is folly to be wise! Are our faces red! And 
about the same time that this humiliating ani- 
madversion was made, a professor in one of our 
own seminaries stated: “It is usually assumed that 
the Church with large membership, well-trained 
staff, adequate equipment, is doing effective work. 
Yet a study of the Minutes of the U.S.A. General 
Assembly reveals that, at least evangelically, the 
small rural Church is doing the job best, in spite 
of the fact that it is small in membership, inade- 
quately supplied, and poorly staffed.” What price 
glory! 


Why then not try the Gospel? Yes, it is just as 
easy as that, and as simple—or hard and complex. 
It is easy because God gave the Gospel, and also 
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the command to execute its demands and fulfil its 
logic. It is hard because men are self-willed and 
opinionated and proud. And the Gospel looks so 
foolish, while men are so wise after the flesh, and 
noble, and mighty. Yet it still pleases God by the 
very foolishness of this preaching of the crucified 
and resurrected and regnant and returning Christ, 
to save them that believe. In the home, in the pul- 
pit, in society, in business, here and across the 
seas—the one and only Gospel—this we are to pro- 
claim, in the power of the Spirit, in the company 
of One like unto the Son of God ... We are run- 
ning very fast: have we lost our way? It is better 
to be the Lord’s tortoise than humanity’s hare. 
Aesop tells us that the tortoise won! —R.F.G. 


——@—— 


“Therein Is The —— Of 
God Revealed” 


“IT am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth;— For therein is the of God 
revealed—.”’ Romans 1:16-17. 


If we were writing the central thing that the 
Gospel reveals what would we put in that space? 
Most of us would put the word “love.’”’ Surely the 
light of the love of God shines more clearly through 
the Gospel than anywhere else in all God’s deal- 
ings with men. Others might write in the word 
“forgiveness.” His mercy, His remission of sins, 
ring like a bell in the Glad Tidings of the Gospel. 
Others would insert that glowing word “grace.” 
Surely the undeserved favor and compassion of 
God are central in His Gospel. 


Paul, however, reaches down and lays hold upon 
the granite foundation of our faith. After telling 
us why he is not ashamed of the Gospel: viz, be- 
cause of WHAT it is—“‘the power of God”; WHAT 
it does—“unto salvation”; and WHOM it saves— 
“everyone that believeth’; he then declares its 
central purpose and power. He says the Gospel 
reveals, makes clear and vivid, ‘“‘the righteousness 
of God.” No other word can so silence our fears 
as that word. If the Gospel is right, is righteous, 
in the sight of our Infinite Father, it calms and 
speaks peace to every thinking, intelligent spirit. 
If the dying of Jesus Christ, the Divine Son of God, 
on the cross for our sins forever stabilizes the 
moral order of the universe and declares to all 
thoughtful souls that God can be just and at the 
same time the justifier of the ungodly; then our 
faith rests upon the granite foundation, unshaken 
and assured; rests upon the Rock of Ages, Jesus 
Christ, “the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” —S.McPh.G. 


a 


What Has Become Of 
Reconsecration - Confession 
Repentance? 


Many years ago I was having an evangelistic 
meeting in my church. Dr. Frank Hall Wright, 
beloved and gifted, was the evangelist. His preach- 
ing was of the highest order—scriptural, doctrinal, 
direct. Capacity crowds attended. It looked as if 
we were to have a wonderful meeting. The uncon- 
verted were in attendance. The singing was in- 
spiring. In the few days of preparatory preach- 
ing, Dr. Wright pressed down the necessity of 
confession of sin and repentance. He asked the 


——— 


membership to search their hearts and reconsecra,, 
their lives to higher levels of Christian life, Ny, 
hody responded! Neither saint nor sinner moved 
A hardness and heaviness seemed to take hojj 
and control. Much praying was done. Stillnes 
silence ominous! Dr. Wright said something |j}, 
this: “Something is wrong in this church. | 4 
not know what it is or who it is, but it is easy t 
discern the unspiritual condition that controls here. 
Sinners will not move unless the members of th» 
church repent. You cannot draw sinners into the 
kingdom over the dead saints. I am unable to op. 
tinue under such circumstances.” I plead with him 
not to leave us now, and said something like this: 
“TI am pastor of this church. I, too, feel that there 
is spiritual opposition here. I do not know what i 
it is, but you all share the feeling. I want to find 
the cause and get rid of it. I am willing to begin 
with myself. I want to kneel down here and ask 
you all to pray for me—that if there is anything 
in my life that hinders this meeting, God will take 
it out! and I ask any and all who feel the same 
way to come and kneel here and let us ask God 
to lift upon us the light of His countenance and 
give us pardon and grace.’”’ And there gathered 
around at once what seemed to be the whole 
congregation—all kneeling, while Dr. Wright of- 
fered earnest prayer that God would manifest His 
saving power. And He did! The whole congre- 
gation was deeply moved. Many unconverted made 
— of faith and there was a wonderful 
revival. 


I have often wondered if there are not other 
churches in the same unspiritual condition—cold, 
indifferent, ineffective, critical? I wonder if the 
minister does not need something? He has become 
the best after-dinner speaker in the city and the 
most popular man in social circles and on con- 
mittees; but his people detect that he has lost some- 
thing that they need and that should characterize 
the ambassador for Christ. He has lost spiritual 
power and unction. And his people are like him. 
“Like priest, like people.’”’ The way out is no easy 
way. It is a hard way through. This may not fit 
your case. I do not know yet just what the obstacle 
was in that meeting. But I do know that there are 
churches in which some members will not speak 
to one another nor have any dealings with each 
other. I have known members who refused to re 
ceive the bread and wine at communion service 
from the hand of one who was unworthy of office. 
These are conditions which Satan delights in 


creating. And only Christ can rid us of them. And 
Christ will. 


Is This A Dry Land? 


During a recent sight-seeing trip of seven thou- 
sand five hundred miles, that took him through 
portions of twenty states stretching from one of 
our southeastern states through practically all the 
western section of our country, the writer had oft- 
impressed upon his mind the words of the Psalmist, 
“In a dry and thirsty land where no water is.” 
Nearly two thousand miles of the trip was through 
desert or semi-desert areas where the tumble weed, 
the cactus, the sage brush, or the black jack 
reigned supremely. During one stretch of two 
hundred miles in Southwestern Nevada and South- 
eastern California, scarcely a village or inhabitant 
of the land could be seen. A pathetic sign at 4 
filling station told the sad story, “Don’t waste our 
water, we have to haul all of it.”” The temperature 
was approximately 110 degrees in the shade and 
a dry wind burned the face and lips to a crisp. The 








) Aug. 16, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 5 























































ate 
(- 
2 mountains and the plains were treeless and devoid 
ag; of grass. No cattle could be seen grazing in the 
ike fields and very little evidence of any form of 
do animal life could be witnessed as we drove along. 
1 ty To one accustomed to green fields and wooded 
ere, hillsides, the sight was distressing. It was a dry, dry 
the jand. 
- At Fresno, California, however, one began to 
him see a miracle happen before one’s eyes,—it was 
his: the miracle of irrigation. There were dark green 
eye fields of alfalfa, beans, clover, corn and other 
t it J crops too numerous to mention. There were orch- 
find ards of prunes, apricots, peaches, apples, oranges, 
gin cherries, nectarines and figs. There were count- 
ask less vineyards whose vines were loaded with plenti- 
hing | ful grapes. Trucks and automobiles thronged the 
take highways testifying to the industry and thrift of 
ame a progressive hard-working people. 
God 
and The same kind of modern miracle was witnessed 
ered in Utah, a great desert state which has been made 
hole to blossom like the rose. Seven canyons, fed by 
- of- the melting snows of towering mountains, water 
His the green lawns and bright colorful flower beds 
igre- of Salt Lake City,—a city built in the desert. 
nade # The wheat fields of Utah valley were ripe and 
erful golden because of water brought in by pipes and 
ditches. Every kind of fruit abounded in its orch- 
sther ards. Everywhere we heard the boast that man had 
cold, conquered the desert. 
i. The disconcerting news was heralded in the Den- 
1 the ver Post that the seven states irrigated by the 
com. Colorado River had made requisition for one hun- 
ome @ ded and sixteen per cent of its water. Needless 
arise to say, there wasn’t that much water in the river 
‘itual ]_ 22d somebody would have to do without. Also 
him. | We learned from the August Reader’s Digest in 
easy an article, “What Are We Going To Do About 
st fit Water?” that there is an alarming shortage ot 
stacle water not only in the Colorado River basin but 
e are | 12 many places in the east as well. We were finally 
speak forced to the conclusion that there is too much 
each Mm desert and not enough water. 
oh America and the world are desperately in need 
ffice. of the gospel and surely this is a dry and thirsty 
ts in @ and! Fortunately the Psalmist spoke of more 
And @ ‘han “a dry and thirsty land where no water is.” 
Instead, he declared, (Psalm 63:-), ““O God, Thou 
art my God; early will I seek Thee: My soul 
thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a 
dry and thirsty land where no water is; To see 
Thy Power and Thy glory, so as I have seen Thee 
thou- | ™ the sanctuary.” We cannot draw too many con- 
rough clusions from scant evidence but if the three 
ne of @ /tesbyterian Churches we visited on our trip was 
1] the | VY criterion, there is even some drouth in the 
d oft- | Churches. We longed for a gospel message but 
Imist, @ “id not hear one. This is so often true, not simply 
r is.” | 2 the west but in the east and in the south. 
ugh 
aa Thank God there is no shortage of the water 
jack of life. A fountain has been opened by our Lord 
f two i ‘tat flows from Calvary. His gracious words uttered 
South- J the iast day of the feast have been ringing in 
bitant # °F ears, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
, at ae “2d drink.” Salvation full and free providing for- 
te our ™ &Vveness, strength, and life evermore, is ours in 
rature Christ. For those who drink at His fountain, there 
ie andi the peace of God that passeth all understand- 
p. The ™ and the dry ground of the soul is abundantly 





tefreshed and watered. The luscious fruit of the 
pirit is produced in all of its verdure and beauty 
and truly the desert. blossoms as a rose.—R.W.C. 








The Note Of 
Optimism 


Driving along in the lovely Piedmont section 
of North Georgia recently, we saw an attractive 
white frame church building with this sign on it:, 
“Confidence Methodist Church, Founded 1870.” 


Our thoughts ranged backward to the Georgia 
of that section 78 years ago. Those were bitter 
days of sorrow, loss and unhappy reconstruction 
Families had seen their dear ones fall in fratricida 
strife. Sherman had left a path of destructio 
across the state. Recovery was slow. 










But there were Christians in this little com- 
munity, people who were spiritual descendants of 
John Wesley. They wanted to establish a church. 
They did so. Then they chose a name, and that 
name is a cheerful witness to this day of their 
optimism. For they had promises of God and an 
all-sufficient Savior and warm Wesleyan hearts. 


This is a day for confidence. God is with us. 
God can keep us from war with Russia. If worst 
comes to worst, God can keep us through wars 
and rumors of wars. Isaiah tells us as much: 
“For thus said the Lord Jehovah, the Holy One 
of Israel, In returning and rest shall ye be saved; 
in quietness and confidence shall be your strength” 
(Isaiah 30:15). So does the Hebrews epistle: 
“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompense of reward” (Heb. 10:35). 


C.N.W., III. 
————_+_>———_ 
Where The Fire 
Burns 


The Committee for a Re-study of Religious 
Education in our Church has done a monumental 
piece of work. We have had time to glance only 
hurriedly through the ninety-nine pages of their 
report but we see enough to warm our hearts and 
give us real encouragement. 


In the “Curriculum,” under Doctrine we find 
this paragraph. 


“It is our conviction that the doctrines of the 
personal nature of sin, the need for personal 
repentance, and the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
and His regenerative power should be more em- 
phasized.” 


We sincerely pray that this, with many other 
worthy suggestions, will be followed more and 
more in the future. For years this Journal has 
been pleading for more preaching about sin, its 
consequences and its cure. In our judgment this 
is an all too prevalent weakness of present-day 
preaching and teaching. The thing which made 
necessary the coming of the Son of God into the 
world is too often minimized. The personal nature 
of sin and its dire and eternal consequences de- 
serve forceful presentation, again and again, along 
with the redeeming work of the Savior. 


This report also analyzes the growth of so- 
called lesser groups in the South. While for our 
Church the rate of growth in the past twenty 
years has been 8 per cent, the Pentecostal Holi- 
ness have increased 108 per cent; the Nazarines, 
183 per cent, the Church of God, 250 per cent and 
the Assembly of God, 364 per cent. 


In this comparison there is room for solemn 
thought. We do not approve of the extreme 
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emotionalism of these groups, nor do we support 
those doctrines that they hold which seem pe- 
culiar and lacking in Scriptural backing. 


But, we do admire their zeal and their earnest- 
ness in preaching the lost condition of man, the 
certainty and awfulness of hell and the redeeming 
work of the Savior. 


We Presbyterians have been content to preach 
to the privileged few, to a people cultured and edu- 
cated but to a people with souls just as needy as 
any. We have decried any form of emotionalism 
and as a result we are cold and our churches are 
often cheerless. 


These sects which we have made light of, even 
sneered at, are preaching a warm Gospel. They are 
preaching sin and they are preaching the need for 
individual repentance. While the fire of revival 
has been burning on the hearth of churches across 
the railroad tracks we have let the ashes burn 
low in our own theological approach. 


Visitation evangelism has its place. Personal 
work has its place. But, with these there should 
also go preaching which burns with the certainty 
of hell and the sweetness of heaven. Some men 
have to be scared into the Kingdom of God. Others 
are wooed by His love. It is here that these newer 
denominations have simply come in and taken 
away the ball and carried it down the field. 


Many years ago we attended a revival in our 
old Presbyterian church in a small Virginia city. 
We will never forget the thrill to our soul when 
the mayor of the city went forward. He had been 
a nominal Christian only. Again we saw a leading 
elder, a prominent banker, go forward for re- 
consecration. Were these men under emotional 
stress? Yes, but it was the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Did their actions influence others? Unquestion- 
ably so. 


We earnestly believe our Church will never ful- 
fill her mission until she is willing to again humble 
herself, admit that much of her teaching and 
preaching has been superficial and not suited to 
the needs of those to whom she should minister, 
and to again preach, and train others to preach, 
with the fire of a mighty conviction. 


This is not the work of man— it is the work of 


the Holy Spirit. God grant that the fire may 
burn!! 


4s 
—_—_~—————_ 


“Ts Your Christ 
God?” 


We recently heard this question earnestly asked 
by a preacher over the radio. We were tuned in 
for only a minute and did not hear the message 
but this question has continued to recur to us 
again and again and its vital importance has be- 
come clearer and clearer. 


There are two Christs. Which Christ do you 
worship? 


There is the Christ who is the victim of the 
limitations of human wisdom and unbelief. There 
is the Christ of the Bible. Which Christ is yours? 


The first Christ was born of human parents 
and the prophetic reference to His virgin birth, 
the historical records of that event being relegated 
to folk lore. 


This Christ was divine, in the sense that yoy 
and I have the divine spark except, that k, 
achieved perfection in a degree none of us haye 
yet reached. 


This Christ epitomized love by a life of yp. 
selfishness and preached a wonderful message of 
idealism with human kindness and brotherly loye 
as the goal. Some of His followers were so carried 
away with His wonderful personality that they 
lied about Him, attributing to Him miraculoys 
powers and the performing of supernatural acts, 
They did not mean to lie but they perpetrated 
pious frauds about His deeds. 


This Christ died on a cross, giving Himself a; 
a sacrifice to the ideal of a loving example. In 
submitting Himself to death on the cross He may 
have made a great mistake as a longer ministry 
might have borne greater fruit. However, He has 
set us an example of sacrificial living and dying 
and we must follow that example. 


This Christ did not arise from the dead on the 
third day. His remarkable personality so hypno- 
tized His disciples and His spiritual presence so 
enthralled them that they started the legend that 
He had actually arisen from the dead. However, 


this was but an evidence of His appealing power 
to men. 


The man who worships and follows that Christ is 
yet dead in trespasses and sins. He is a lost soul. 
He is preaching another gospel. He is denying 
the Lord Who bought him. He is supplanting the 
grace and love and supernatural power of the 
living God with a man-made counterfeit. These 
may seem to be harsh words but one who warns 
a traveller of a washed-out bridge or a yawning 
precipice ahead has no time or right to use polite 
words. The physician who diagnoses a cancer as 
a boil has no right to practice medicine. The grocer 
who dispenses arsenic for sugar belongs in jail. 
The passer-by who sees a fire and fails to give 
the alarm is little different from an arsonist. If 
those who are careless of the safety of the body 
and human life are guilty, how much more those 
who exchange the Christ of the Bible for a hv- 
man Christ. 


The Christ of the Bible was virgin born, the 
Holy Spirit by the miraculous power of God 
overshadowing the mother of our Lord so that, 
“that holy thing which shall be born of thee shal! 
be called the Son of God.” He was the second 
person of the Trinity God manifest in the flesh. 


The Christ of the Bible was the Creator of this 
world and in the days of His flesh manifested 
His divine power by setting aside the laws He 
had made, or transcended them, to work many 
wonderful miracles. These miracles were presented 
as incontrovertible proof that He was what He 
claimed to be—the Son of God. 


The Christ of the Bible crowned His minis 
by dying on the cross for the sins of the world. 
He, who knew no sin, reconciled us to God, mak- 
ing peace between God and man and by His own 
blood cleanses from the guilt of sin all who will 
believe. It was a vicarious atonement, a subst! 
tution in our place. 


The Christ of the Bible overcame sin and of 
necessity had to overcome death itself. He arost 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
was crucified and showed Himself to many of His 
disciples, at one time five hundred being present 
His resurrection was the crowning proof of His 
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power and of His deity and the first fruit of that 
glorious hope of all believers. 


The Christ of the Bible has said He is coming 
again and while Christians may not agree as to the 
events which will then follow they all agree that 
His return is truly the blessed hope. 


Yes—there are two Christs, but the Christ of 
the Bible is Christ our Savior and our Lord, believe 
in and follow Him. —L.N.B. 


———<@——— 


Education 


The Ministry of the Gospel is a sacred and ser- 
jous calling. With no flattery to the cloth, it is the 
most sacred and serious of all the engagements of 
men. Education is in the air. There is much talk 
about Religious Education, and concerning Chris- 
tian Education, and the Educational Survey, and 
Adult Education, Youth Education, Adolescent 
Education, Primary Education, Beginners’ Educa- 
tion, and soon... 


Apart from the home, the most important is 
Pulpit Education, both of and by, but especially 
by, in this connection. And because the Pastor 
must be a good fellow, and a Service-clubber, and 
a Mixer, and a tea-goer, and a Church Manager, 
and an expert in R. E., and a Financial Adviser, 
and a Reviewer of modern books, and Adminis- 
trator and Organizer, and—what’s become of the 
Preacher of the Gospel! — some results have been 
and now are: The growth of the sects and various 
heresies with resultant losses to the Church in its 
numbers and efficacy and impress on the world; 
the spread of the Roman Catholic regime; a gen- 
eral laxity in manners and morals; marital and 
home troubles with fearful consequences to State 
as well as to Church and Community. 


Is the pulpit responsible for all this? Oh no! But 
it would not have been “all this,” had the Preacher 
been a Preacher and the Pastor a Pastor, and the 
Teacher a Teacher, and the Minister of the Gospel 
a Minister of the Gospel. And if one were putting 
the finger on the causes of much of the evils of the 
day, the Ministry would not escape. —R.F.G. 

—_——_@——___ 


gospel or GOSPEL 


“There is only one gospel, and it is a social 


gospel,” so writes one of our responsible Christian 
leaders. 


We sincerely hope the author of these words was 
only guilty of an “exaggerated over-simplification” 
and that he does not hold this view in fact. 


It is true that there is only one Gospel but it is 
not the social gospel. It is the Gospel of redemp- 
tion for the sinner through the atoning blood of 
Christ. It is the ““Good News.” It is the message of 
release from the eternal penalty for sin to those 
who accept the Redeemer. It is eternal life for the 
repentant one. 


The social gospel is an endeavor to make the lot 
of man more comfortable, to make the world a 
better place in which to live. Where this is under- 
taken by Christian people it is putting into effect 
the social implications of God’s redeeming love. It 
'§ part of the fruit of the Gospel. 


God forbid that we should forget for one minute 
the fact that the Gospel we have through Jesus 
Christ is the Gospel of redemption and let us never 
confuse this with the reforms which should follow. 
To do so is to substitute the gospel of works for 
the Gospel of grace. —L.N.B 


If You Do Not Accept 
The Invitation You Do 
Not Participate In 
The Feast 


On a recent Sunday morning I had the privi- 
lege of hearing Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer. First 
Church, Charlotte, preach on EXCUSES. Among 
many clear things that Dr. Kraemer said, his 
message seemed to constantly coagulate around 
the blunt, gripping statement that the central 
theme of the parable was this: If you don’t ac- 
cept God’s invitation you do not participate in 
His prepared feast. You, by your refusal, deny 
yourself the high privileges open to you. Unfor- 
tunately, it is not important whether your excuse 
is entirely satisfactory to you or not. It does not 
matter whether your excuse is a pious one that 
you feel carries great weight. Your experience is 
not controlled by the fact that you travel in a 
large and distinguished company, in making your 
excuse. The lone peak that thrusts itself up in this 
mountain range of God’s revealed truth is that not 
one of those who made excuse, attended or ate 
at the feast. A certain solemnity seems to me to 
stride forth in this repeated finality. To those 
of us who know Him, it gives added poignancy to 
the urgency of our task to witness. To those who 
know Him not it utters a startling, solemn warn- 
ing. Has our church lost in our day something 
of the ungency of the value of an immortal soul; 
the supreme sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and our high, individual commission? . 

S.McP.G. 


eS 


Winning My Roommate 
To Christ 
By A College Girl 


It was several days after I had installed myself 
in the dormitory for my junior year at a Christian 
college that my roommate arrived. Although I had 
never met her before, a few minutes of conver- 
sation about books, music, and other items of in- 
terest to schoolgirls convinced us that we had a 
great deal in common. As soon as possible, I made 
it clear what my stand on the most vital topic was, 
to be met with a curt, “Well, don’t try to convert 
me. I’ve been a member of the church for years, 
and I know there’s nothing to it. You can’t even 
prove that the story of Jesus itself isn’t a myth.” 
“You think not? I replied. If you’re so sure you’re 
‘unconvincible’, then you shouldn’t mind joining me 
in my morning and evening devotions. Would you?” 
“T’d love to. I’m glad I’m rooming with someone 
like you, because I must confess that one of my 
reasons in transferring to a Christian college was a 
hope that possibly, just possibly, I might get 
settled in my mind. You see, I don’t classify my- 
self as an ‘atheist’, but as an ‘agnostic deist’.” 


So began six weeks as full of struggle and tri- 
umph as I have ever experienced. She was con- 
stantly bringing up the subject of religion, and 
as constantly blaming me for talking about noth- 
ing else. Until late at night we would discuss— 
I refused to argue, which often threw her in a 
pout—the usual difficulties of intellect facing 
young Pe exposed to modern education. She 
endured a chapter (chosen, I must confess, more 
for her benefit than mine) from the Bible each 
night and morning, usually making some comment 
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such as, “Very neat—but where’s the proof?” or 
“Soothing syrup for babies.” Worst of all, she 
laid deliberate traps to test my sincerity. Hour 
after hour she would throw sarcasms and cutting 
comments toward me as we studied, watching my 
face for the first flush of anger. With feigned 
selfishness, she would demand things she felt sure 
I would rather not yield in. A dozen times I was 
on the verge of a quick, wrathy reply (anger, as 
she had guessed, is my unarmored point) when the 
Lord closed my lips and put in words of joking or 
gentleness. I realized that as I lived in such close 
association with her my life must be in line with 
my words, or there was a living soul to pay. 


One evening I chose for reading the verses from 
Matthew 16:24-26, emphasizing, “Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for My sake shall find it.” After a mvo- 
ment of silence, my roommate called my atten- 
tion to these words. “‘What do they mean?” she 
asked, and her tone was more humble than usual. 
Although I had outlined the plan of salvation almos 
daily for six weeks, I prayed for guidance and tried 
to explain that the seeker for eternal life must 
give his life up entirely, without reserve, to Christ 
before he can be saved. I quoted Galatians 2:20, 
explaining that a Christian became so identified 
with Christ that his only way of life was a letting 
Christ live through him. ‘“‘That must be so,” she 
replied quickly. “I almost believe that, because 
you seem to have supernatural power in your life.’’ 
“You don’t know how supernatural it is!” was my 
answer, thinking of the many times I had been 
miraculously stayed from hot words recently. 


After I had gone to sleep that night, she woke 
me by calling my name. “But how are you going 
to PROVE Christ is even alive to live in you?” 
she asked. With drowsy impatience I said, ‘“‘That’s 
the only way to prove it. When you ask Him to 
live in you, and He does it, then there’s no doubt 
about it. You KNOW He’s alive.” She made no 
reply, and I went back to sleep. 


Next morning I read the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah again. I was surprised by her startled ex- 
clamation, “That’s He! That’s Jesus described 
exactly hundreds of years before He was born. 
There must be something to it!”” We were in the 
hall of the class-building, and people were dash- 
ing to and fro preparing for the first class period. 
I had been angry that we had had to take such an 
inopportune time and place for the reading, and 
God had chosen that opportunity I had almost 
scorned to show her the fact of Christ’s existence. 
It was during the class period that I received her 
note, scribbled on crumpled note-paper. I still trea- 
sure that note. 





“I tried what you told me last night,” it read, 
“It is just like you said. The peace and joy are 
indescribable—too big and marvelous for words, 
And even after I was convinced of the reality « 
Jesus, I thought an experience like THIS was only 
for the favored few!’ 


An Experience In 


Personal Work 


The friend about whom I write was approached 
many times and various methods were used. Scrip- 
ture verses were written on his cuff, and many 
earnest conversations were held. At one time it 
would appear progress was being made, at another 
time it would seem useless. But, one Saturday 
morning on the busiest corner of the little city 
in which we lived we had another conversation. | 
said in desperation, “One day you will have to 
come down from your high horse and accept this 
thing as a little baby. When are you going to do 
it?” He gripped my hand until it hurt and said, “I 
will do this thing right now.” But, he assured me, 
he would not join the church because he was pro- 
fane, and being sure of our friendship, I reminded 
him of another fault—his ability to hate. 


But, I assured him that the Session of the church 
would not demand of him that he would never 
swear again and that he would immediately love 
everybody. They would be interested, I explained, 
in whether or not he would be willing to move in 
right directions and make a conscientious effort 
to live above these ugly ways. He said he could 
promise this, so he united with the church. Some 
months later he told me of assisting a friend in 
assembling a piece of farm machinery and after 
striking his hand with the hammer, to use his own 
expression, “Out jumped an ugly word.” The 
friend standing by, calling him by name said, “! 
thought you belonged to the church”—“Yes, I do, 
and I am proud of it. I have something now I can 
pull up by.” He was a devoted member of the 
church until just about a year later when sitting 
before his fire place at home he silently went to 
his Maker. I will always rejoice in his splendid 
profession. —James F. Hardie, D.D. 


— 
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The Book Of Daniel (IV) 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-sixth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Probably the most difficult passage in the book 
of Daniel—in fact, in the entire Old Testament— 
is the remarkable prophecy of the Seventy Weeks 
found in’ Daniel 9:24-27. The interpretations of 
this passage are almost legion. Many of these in- 
terpretations, of course, are hardly worth consider- 
ing. Others, however, are valuable and instructive. 
It should be remarked that this is one passage 
where a knowledge of the Hebrew language is 
absolutely essential. And for that matter, this 
knowledge must be rather profound. No mere 
smattering of the language will do. This passage is 
too difficult for that. One is almost tempted to 
feel that it would be a blessing if those who are 
not at home in Hebrew would stop trying to give 
authoritative interpretations of this passage. 


The present writer has little new to add to the 
many views which have been set forth. But he 
does believe that some of the great defenders of 
the Faith—German scholars such as Kliefoth and 
Keil, and the contemporary Dutch scholar Aalders, 
men who also have a real knowledge of the 
language—have much to offer in pointing the 
way toward a solution of the problems of the 
passage. 


An Answer To Daniel’s Prayer 


Daniel had been studying the prophecy of Jere- 
miah. And he had puzzled over the length of the 
captivity. Then he prayed to God, and in answer 
to his prayer there came the angel Gabriel, who 
told him how long a time it would be until the 
Messiah should come. This answer constitutes the 
famous prophecy of the seventy weeks. In order 
to understand the prophecy we ask the reader 
to open in his Bible to Daniel 9:24-27 and to com- 
pare the Scripture passage verse by verse with the 
comments which will follow. Verse twenty-four. 
The word “weeks” should. really be rendered 
“sevens.” It means a period of time divided into 
sevens, or, a “besevened” period. The length of 
these “besevened” periods is not stated. That each 
period means a year is simply guesswork. So, we 
are told, seventy periods of time, divided into 
Sevens, or seventy “‘besevened” periods have been 
decreed of God. 


The verb is singular. Hence we are to regard 
the seventy-sevens as a unit, as though the Scrip- 
ture said, “A period of seventy besevened times 
had been decreed.” The seventy sevens, therefore, 
are decreed of God for the accomplishment of a 
certain purpose. Now, if the reader will carefully 
note that the LENGTH of each “seven” is not 
given, he will immediately see that this passage 
cannot be used for charting dates and fixing 
chronologies. There have been some very devout 
readers of the Bible who have employed this 
passage in order to chart the number of years 
from the issuance of a command in verse twenty- 
five until the time of Christ. However, it should 
be emphatically stated that ALL such efforts are 
failures. Most of them proceed upon the assump- 
tion that the word translated “week” means a week 
of years or a seven year period. However, this is 
to read into the text what is not found there. 

he length of these periods divided into seven is 


not stated. This should preclude us from making 
unwise calculations. 


Next, we should note the purpose of the de- 
creeing of these seventy sevens. They have refer- 
ence to the Jews and to Jerusalem. Daniel had 
prayed concerning the length of the captivity. 
Now comes the answer to his prayer. The thought 
may thus be paraphrased. “With respect to your 
people, Daniel, and with respect to your holy 
city, i.e., Jerusalem, a period of seventy sevens 
has been decreed, for accomplishing certain pur- 
poses,” 


Six of these purposes are now mentioned. Three 
of them.are negative in character and three are 
positive. Thus, the negative purposes involve the 
complete putting away of sin. Three words are 
used; sin, transgression, iniquity, thus showing 
that in its entirety, sin is to be done away. Now, 
in a brief article of this kind, it is impossible to 
do more than to assert most vigorously that 
these words can only refer to that atoning death 
whereby sin was once and for all time put away. 
In other words, these words are Messianic through 
and through. They prophesy of Jesus Christ and of 
Him alone. But if there should be any doubt 
about this, it is removed by the three positive 
purposes. For one thing, vision and prophet (not 
prophecy) are sealed up. Indeed, they should be, 
for they are no longer needed. The great prophet, 
Jesus Christ, has come. So also, the bringing in of 


.EVERLASTING righteousness can refer only to 


that blessed work of Christ who has brought to all 
His people His own heavenly righteousness. Lastly, 
the anointing of a holy of holies, while its precise 
significance may not be clear, nevertheless, refers 
to Christ. 


Summary: Verse twenty-four teaches that with 
respect to Israel and Jerusalem God has decreed 
a period of seventy “‘besevened” periods for the 
purpose of bringing in the Messianic age. When 
these seventy sevens have run their course, the 
Messianic work will have been completed. 

* 1 * * 


Verse Twenty-five. The general theme of the 
prophecy now having been stated, Daniel proceeds 
in the three following verses, to set forth its de- 
tails. Gabriel speaks directly to Daniel. Know, he 
says and understand. Then he proceeds to tell 
Daniel that from the going forth of a word (not 
command) until Messiah the Prince is a certain 
period of time. Now, the going forth of a word 
refers not to the edict of any earthly monarch, 
but rather to the going forth of the word from 
God Himself. However, the first manifestations 
of the fact that this word had gone forth from 
the mouth of God appeared in the return of the 
exiles in 538 B.C., the first year of Cyrus the 
Persian ruler. 


From about this time, therefore, until Messiah 
the Prince is (1) seven sevens, or seven ‘“be- 
sevened” periods, and (2) sixty and two sevens. 
This entire period, then, is divided into two parts 
of unequal length. One of these is seven sevens 
and probably includes the return of the exiles 
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and the work of Ezra and Nehemiah. The second 
of these probably includes the longer period from 
the time of Ezra and Nehemiah until the appear- 
ance of the Messiah upon earth. The verse also 
includes the general statement of the rebuilding 
of the city, which is to be accomplished under 
great difficulties. All of this was historically ful- 
filled. : 


Sg * ca SS 


Verse twenty-six. This verse mentions two events 
which shall take place after the expiry of the 
sixty and two sevens. It does not say how long 
after their expiry these two events will take place. 
It does not say whether or no they will occur 
in the seventieth seven or not. It merely says 
that they will take place after the sixty and two 
sevens. This fact is so patent that it would seem 
unnecessary to stress it. Nevertheless, since there 
has been so much written that apparently disre- 
gards the plain teaching of the text, it is some- 
times well to stress that which is obvious. 


The two events are: (1) The Messiah will be 
cut off. This means that the Messiah will die. It 
is a clear prediction of Christ’s death on the 
Cross. (2) The city of Jerusalem and the sanctu- 
ary, i.e., the Temple, will be destroyed by the 
people of a Prince that will come. This latter 
event is, I believe, a prophecy of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans under Titus Vespasianus. 


1" * * * 


Verse twenty-seven. The purpose of this verse 
is to tell us when the two events mentioned in 
verse twenty-six are to occur. One of these, the 
death of Christ, will occur in the midst of the 
seventieth seven, and the other, the destruction of 
Jerusalem, will take place after the terminus of 
the seventieth seven. Let us examine this verse 
more closely. 


We are told that he will cause a covenant to 
prevail. The subject is the Messiah who has 
been the prominent theme of this prophecy. The 
words are sometimes interpreted as though they 
said, He will make a covenant. But the passage 
does not talk about the making of a covenant. 
That is incorrect. Nothing, whatever is related 
about the making of a covenant. Rather, the 
thought is that He (the Messiah) will cause a 
covenant to prevail. That is, He will bring into 
force the provisions of a covenant which has al- 
ready been made. What is this covenant? It is. 
I believe, the covenant of grace whereby God 
freely offers to sinners life and salvation through 
Jesus Christ and whereby He reauireth of them 
faith and obedience. In a deeper sense, it is the 
covenant of redemption, made between the Father 
and the Son before the foundation of the world 
and in the councils of eternity. In causing this 
covenant to prevail the Lord of Glory entered 
our world and lived in deep humiliation as a man 
among men, although without sin, His life in active 
obedience to the holy law of God and His death 
a vicarious atonement whereby that Law was so 
satisfied that it no longer has any claim against 
those who were chosen of God the Father unto 
life everlasting. By His death the Lord caused the 
Jewish sacrifice and oblation to cease, and in a 
few short years after His death, they were to cease 
eternally. There is no longer any need for them, 
for the Lamb of God has been slain, having been 
offered as the one perfect, atoning sacrifice. 


With respect to the other event, the destruction 
of Jerusalem, that would occur after the seventy 
sevens. It is indeed, a consequent of the first 
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event. In the year 70 A. D. Titus came, and the 
Temple was completely destroyed. The Temple 
now only an abomination, was overthrown et- 
tirely. Thus the prophecy closes. This article has 
indeed been brief, and it has discussed the in- 
terpretation of these remarkable verses in the 
most cursory way. 


Nevertheless, of one thing we may be sure. The 
central Figure of this prophecy is Jesus Christ, and 
the central subject is His blessed death. All else is 
subservient to that. That is clear, whereas much 
else is obscure. There are those who spend thei! 
time in an endeavor to discover just when the 
sevens began and when they ended. Well and good. 
But there is a danger that we may become ‘0 
interested in mathematical calculations and in 
date fixing and in reading the signs of the times 
that we lose sight of that which Gabriel stressed. 
Let us place our emphasis where the heavenly 
Messenger placed His. Let us see above all else 
that blessed Figure, both anointed and a Priest. 
who by being cut off, caused the sacrifice and 
oblation to cease, put away sin for ever by the 
sacrifice of Himself and brought in the righteous 


ness of eternity, even His own everlasting right 
eousness, 
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Inspiration Of The Scriptures 
As We Now Have Them 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


Passing from the study of the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures in the original manuscripts, which we 
have every reason to believe were “immediately 
inspired by God, entirely free from all error, 
and constitute the authoritative word of God, we 
now turn to the “singular care and Providence” 
that we believe that God exercised in the trans- 
mission of the Scriptures as they have come down 
to us through the ages. Our Confession of faith 
says they have been kept pure. We do not believe 
that the men who have copied the Bible from 
generation to generation were inspired men, and 
our Confession of Faith does not teach that. But 
we can prove that those men had such respect 
and reverence for the Sacred writings that they 
exercised the greatest care in copying them. 


From the time of Ezra, about 500 years before 
Christ, until the time of Christ, we know the 
Scribes were almost superstitious in their rever- 
ence for the very letter of the word. For instance, 
when the Scribe came to the word Jehovah, he 
would stop writing, go wash his hands, wipe his 
pen, and then write the name Jehovah which he 
would not dare to pronounce with his lips. It 
was their custom to count the words and letters, 
in each book they copied, and to mark the middle 
letter in the middle word with a letter of ab- 
normal size. 


However careful these men may have been they 
were only human and it is human to err, and they 
could not be expected to do a perfect job in copy- 
ing the Scriptures through the centuries before 
the invention of the printing press. There are many 
variations in the 600 manuscripts which we have 
containing the whole or a part of the Old Testa- 
ment, but you can hardly find any two that make 
the same variation. Here is where textual criticism 
comes in, and some of the greatest and most de- 
vout scholars in the Presbyterian church have 
devoted their lives to the study of the writings in 
the various manuscripts and comparing them one 
with another in order to come as near as possible 
to the very words that came from the pens of the 
inspired writers. The church owes an everlasting 
debt of gratitude for the painstaking labors of 
these men of God, who spared neither time nor 
talents in the effort to give us the word of God 
in all its purity as it came from the hands and 
hearts of the inspired Prophets and Apostles. 


The oldest Hebrew manuscript we have is the 
Leningrad manuscript of the Prophets and it dates 
back to 916 A. D. and so it is a little more than a 
thousand years old. Through the copious notes of 
the Massoretic Editors, who began their work, 
in the school of Tiberias about 600 A. D., of in- 
troducing vowels, accents, and punctuation into 
the consonantal Hebrew, we can reconstruct the 
Hebrew text to a very great extent. The Masso- 
retes had a settled text to work upon. This is 
clear from the Jewish Talmud, which was writ- 
ten as a code of civil and canonical law from 
about 270 to 500 A. D., and from certain other 

ebrew documents. The Hebrew Old Testament 
Was translated into the Greek language by some 


scholars at Alexandria in Egypt 250 years before 
Christ. This is called the Septuagint because it was 
supposed to have been the work of seventy 
scholars. This version throws a great deal of light 
on the text of the original Hebrew. 


Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, long time professor 
in Princeton Theological Seminary, who could 
read 45 languages, who made an exhaustive study 
of all the languages, customs, laws, monuments, 
and other documents he could find that related in 
any way to the children of Israel in Old Testa- 
ment times, and who also made special study of 
the kings mentioned in the Bible comparing them 
with the kings in all the surrounding nations that 
had any dealings with ancient Israel, says he was 
surprised to find so much evidence to prove that 
the Old Testament is true. He was surprised to see 
how accurately the names of the kings of the 
surrounding nations corresponded to the names 
given in the Scriptures, and how fully their his- 
torical records agreed with the history as given 
in the Old Testament. He gave it as his conviction 
that we have substantially the Hebrew text that 
the Jews had in the time of Christ, so that when 
Christ spoke of the Scriptures he meant the He- 
brew Bible as we now have it. 


We have every reason to believe that from the 
time of Ezra the Scribe, who lived 500 years before 
Christ, that the Old Testament in Hebrew has 
been carefully preserved. Dr. Wilson says, he 
has evidence—scientific evidence—from compari- 
son of the history of other nations such as Egypt, 
Babylon, Syria, Assyria, the Moabites, the Hittites 
and many others, to convince him that the Hebrew 
Bible has been preserved in its purity for 2,000 
years and as any one knows, or can know, it has 
been kept pure from the time of Moses on down. 
After studying and teaching, all his active life, 
the Old Testament in Hebrew he wrote a book en- 
titled “‘A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testa- 
ment.” Of this book Dr. Melvin Groves Kyle says, 
“Few men would ever be able to produce such a 
book, and not while this book remains and the 
English language is spoken will such a one again 
be needed.” 


Dr. Wilson says in his book, “In conclusion let 
me reiterate my conviction that no one knows 
enough to show that the true text of the Old 
Testament in its true interpretation is not true. 
The evidence in our possession has conviced me 
that ‘at sundry times and divers manners God 
spake unto our Fathers by the Prophets’, that the 
Old Testament in Hebrew, ‘being immediately in- 
spired by God, has by His singular care and 
providence, been kept pure in all ages’; and that 
when the wisdom of men and the law of God had 
alike failed to save humanity, in the fulness of 
time, when all the preparation was complete, God 
sent forth His Son to confound the wisdom of 
men and to redeem those who came under the law. 
Thank God for the Holy Oracles. Thank Him 
more for the unspeakable Gift of His love, who 
brought life and immortality to light in the 
gospel.” 
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MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association. Four Year College for Women. Located in “‘The Land 
of the Sky,’”’ Western North Carolina. Montreat is one of the delightful and picturesque places in 
America. Christian atmosphere. High Scholastic Goals. Low Expenses, $420.00. Work Scholarships. 
Attractive Buildings. Two Year Secretarial Course. 


J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 
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The New Testament in Greek has also been 
preserved in a very accurate and reliable form. 
There are many more manuscripts of the New 
Testament than of the Old, and some of them were 
written not a great while after the originals. 
There are more than 4,000 manuscripts in the 
Greek containing the whole or parts of the New 
Testament. Some of these are selections from the 
Greek New Testament for use in the public read- 
ing of the Scriptures as we use responsive read- 
ings in our public worship. 


After Constantine became Emperor of Rome in 
3812 A.D. and became converted and declared 
Christianity to be the religion of the Roman Em- 
pire, he ordered Eusebius, church historian and 
Bishop of Constantinople, to prepare 50 copies 
of the Greek New Testament. He spared no pains 
nor expense in complying with the order of the 
Emperor. He wrote these manuscripts each on a 
hundred skins of antelopes, in Uncials or Capital 
letters. The two oldest and best manuscripts we 
have are the Vatican Codex and the Sinaitic 
Codex prepared by Eusebius in the fourth century. 
These two and the Alexandrian Codex were not 
available to the King James revisers in 1611. The 
Vatican Codex was locked up in the Vatican in 
Rome and the Pope would not allow the Protes- 
tants even to see it. Another Pope did allow the 
rivisers in 1881 to take a photostatic copy of it. 
The other two had not been discovered in 1611, 
or until within the last century. 


Kenyon, a critical scholar, says, “It is practically 
certain that the true reading of every doubtful 
passage is found in some one or other of these 
ancient authorities, and this can be said of no 
other book in the world.” 


Dr. Hort, says, “in the variety and fulness of 
evidence on which it rests the text of the New 
Testament stands absolutely and unapproachably 
alone among ancient prose writings.’ ’ 


In 1881, Dr. Hort and Bishop Westcott pub- 
lished a New Testament in Greek, and prepared 
a treatise on textual criticism that is the best 
ever published. Dr. Hort says, “The amount of 
what can in any sense be called substantial vari- 
ation . . . can hardly form more than a thou- 
sandth part of the entire text.’ 


Dr. Benjamin Warfield, the distinguished Pro- 
fessor in Princeton Theological Seminary, who died 
about twenty-five years ago, writes that he feels 
justified by the facts in saying that “the great 
mass of the New Testament . . . has been trans- 
mitted to us with no, or next to no, variation; 





and even in the most corrupt form in which it 
has ever appeared, to use the oft quoted words 
of Richard Bentley, ‘the real text of the sacred 
writers is competently exact... nor is one article 
of faith or moral precept perverted or lost... 
choose as awkwardly as you will, choose the worst 
by design, out of the whole lump of readings,” 
Dr. Warfield also expressed the conviction that, 
“in the Greek Testament of Westcott and Hort we 
have substantially the autographic text, and that 
future criticism would not be able to cast doubt 
on more than one word in a thousand.” He also 
said: “If then we undertake the textual criticism 
of the New Testament under a sense of duty we 
may bring it to a conclusion under the inspiration 
of hope. The autographic text of the New Testa- 
ment is distinctly within the reach of criticism in 
so immensely the greater part of the volume that 
we can not despair of restoring to ourselves and 
to the church of God His book, word for word, as 
He gave it by inspiration to men.” 


Kenyon says, “‘The Christian can take the whole 
Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesi- 
tation that he holds in it the true word of God 
handed down without essential loss from genera- 
tion to generation throughout the centuries.” 


To those who are so kind and indulgent as to 
read this article, and the one preceding it in the 
Journal July 1, 1947, a year ago, I want to say 
that I have given you as best I can the Old 
School interpretation of our Confession of Faith 
on the subject of the Inspiration of the Bible. We 
believe it to be the inspired, inerrant, and av- 
thoritative word of God in the original manv- 
scripts, and by the singular care and providence 
of the Almighty kept pure in all ages, the court 
of final appeal, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice.” The Southern Presbyterian church 
separated from the Old School body in the North 
in 1861 and from that day to this we have ad- 
herred to the Old School interpretation of the 
Standards of our church. We believe our Con- 
fession of Faith and Catechisms say what they 
mean and mean what they say, “in the plain and 
obvious meaning of the words.” 


There may be some who stumble at the vari- 
ations in the manuscripts as we now have them. 
Allow me to say that I do not believe the Good 
Lord has ever concerned Himself to remove all 
the stumbling blocks out of the way of the man 
who wants to stumble. God wrought a miracle 
in giving us His revelation by the inspired Pro- 
phets and Apostles, and He could have wrought 
another by having inspired men from generation 
to generation to copy it but He did not do it. 
The astronomers tell us there are spots on the 
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sun. That may be of interest to the astronomers, 
who make a special study of the heavenly bodies, 
but you never heard of a sane man who refused 
to enjoy the sunlight, or to plant a crop, be- 
cause there are spots on the sun. 


We have shown that some great and devout 
scholars have given their lives seeking to secure 


as perfect a text as possible and for all prac- 
tical purposes have succeeded. And God is well 
pleased with the result, for the word of God as we 
now have it is being owned, honored, and blessed 
by the Spirit of God to lead men out of the dark- 
ness of sin, “into the glorious light and liberty 
of the children of God.” We had better believe 
it and obey it. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Sept. 5: Aquila 
And Priscilla 


Scripture: Acts 18:1-3, 18-26; Romans 16:3-5a; 
| Corinthians 16:19; II Timothy 4:19. Devotional 
Reading: I Corinthians 12:4-11. 


“Salute Priscilla and Aquila,” says Paul, in writ- 
ing to Timothy. Let us, too, ‘salute’ this early 
Christian couple who had such a splendid home. 
Ours would be a different world if we had plenty 
of such homes today. 


Paul tells us in I Corinthians 12:4-11 that there 
are “varieties of gifts” among Christians, “but the 
same Spirit,” ‘‘and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
working, but it is the same God who inspires them 
all in every one.” (R.S.V.) We cannot all be 
apostles, or prophets, or evangelists, but we can 
all be inspired of God to fulfill our calling and do 
the work assigned to us of the Lord. We can he 
completely equipped for our special task. 


Now Aquila and Priscilla seemed to be fitted 
for home-making of the noblest sort: so honored 
was that home that there was a church in it—a 
place where God’s people met and where worship 
was held. Could we not all have a church in our 
hme, if we were so minded? 


In our selections for study we get a glimpse of 
one of these early Christian homes, and see some- 
thing of the simplicity, beauty, and consecration 
which characterized them. 


I. A Home of Hard Work: Acts 18:1-3: “And 
they worked, for by trade they were tent-makers” 
(Acts 18:3. R.S.V.) Claudius had commanded all 
Jews to leave Rome, and these two, Aquila and 
Priscilla, had come to Corinth where Paul found 
them and went to see them and stayed with them, 
for they were of the same trade. 


It reminds us of the Patriarchs, of whom it is 
written, they pitched their tents, dug their wells, 
and built their altars. Digging a well was the sign 


of their work, for they were cattle and sheep 
raisers, 


Every home should be a place where people 
work, and work together. These two seemed to 
be ideal “workers together.” Honest work is an 
honorable thing. It was not just an accident that 
our Savior worked for years at the carpenter’s 
bench in Nazareth, and that Paul, the greatest 
of the apostles, was a tent-maker, and boasted of 
the fact that usually he supported himself as 
he preached and taught and travelled on his great 
missionary journeys. 


As we look around us we see homes of this 
sort scattered all over our land. The strength 
and glory of America is in these simple homes 
of hard work where man and wife work together, 
and children are taught the nobleness of labor- 
ing with their hands. Woe be to us if we ever let 
the State take the place of Home, as in Russia! 


II. A Home of High and Noble Teaching: Acts 
18:18-26. This home not only had hard-working 
hands, but hard-working brains; they thought as 
7 as worked, and they thought on the “way of 
God.” 


Paul, with Aquila and Priscilla, came to Ephesus, 
where the apostle leaves them and continues his 
journey to Antioch, and then from place to place, 
strengthening the disciples. 


A Jew named Apollos, (many attribute the 
authorship of the Book of Hebrews to him), comes 
to Ephesus. He was an eloquent and zealous man, 
who spoke accurately concerning Jesus, but knew 
only the baptism of John. Aquila and Priscilla 
take him and expound the way of God more 
perfectly, or accurately, to him. 


We would note two things: (1) The eloquent 
preacher was not too high-minded to learn from 
these simple disciples who knew more about the 
“way of God’ than he did. Could not all of us 
who try to preach learn a great deal from our 
simple, but Godly and thoughtful members? This 
little touch shows the greatness and humility of 
Apollos, who became one of the leaders of the 
early church. (2) Ordinary, hard-working men 
and women can have accurate ideas about the 
“way of God.” People can think while they work. 
Some of the world’s greatest thoughts came from 
those who toil. Aquila and Priscilla, of course, had 
the advantage of having one of the world’s 
greatest thinkers as an inmate of their home, 
and it takes very little imagination to picture the 
three, plying their needles, and talking about the 
deep things of God. Blessed indeed are the homes 
that make room for a Paul: blessed are the homes, 
too, that still have a “Prophet’s Chamber”! 


Ill. A Home of Great Courage: Romans 16:3- 
5a: “Who risked their necks for my life.” (R. 
S.V.). It took courage to have a home like this 
in the days of Paul; it takes courage today; per- 
haps a different brand, but courage, all the same. 
It was sometimes dangerous to keep a preacher, 
or even be a Christian. It seems that Aquila and 
Priscilla had to suffer for the sake of Paul, for 
he was a man with many enemies, who con- 
stantly sought his life. 


_ Is it easy to have a distinctively Christian home 
in our day? We may not have to “risk our necks” 
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because we entertain the minister, but we may 
have to face other trials. The world still perse- 
cutes—it may be in a mild, jeering way—those 
who live Godly in Christ Jesus. For instance, some 
of our children have to face the ridicule of their 
classmates, and even teachers, because we par- 
ents stand by our convictions in regard to the 
evil of some of the performances in our public 
schools. It is much easier to “fall in line’ and 
make no sort of protest. 


Should there not be a strong protest from 
Christian parents everywhere about the decision 
of the Supreme Court in regard to the Bible in 
the Schools? If the Word of God cannot be read 
in our schools, what about the godless and atheistic 
theories like Evolution? If our schools have to be 
neutral, let them be absolutely so, and not have 
something taught in them which we have to com- 
bat in our Sabbath Schools. The enemies of our 
Lord are active and very subtle. 


IV. A Home Which was a Church: Romans 
16:5a; I Corinthians 16:19. “The church that 
meets in their house,’ “The church that is in 
their house.”” What a blessing, to have a church 
in our house! It does not take a great and beauti- 
ful building to make a church—a house of God. 
Jacob found a house of God out under the blue 
night sky, and named it “Bethel.” This is still 
one of the favorite names of churches. We hardly 
ever go into a community where there is not at 
least one church of that name. The “Upper 
Room” became a glorious church when the place 
where they were sitting was filled. with the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said 
that where two or three were gathered in His 
name there He would be in their midst. 


So Aquila and Priscilla had a church in their 
house—a place where two or three faithful wor- 
shippers gathered, and where others could be in- 
vited to hear the Gospel preached. There is a 
Godly woman not far from us who has a “church 
in her house,’ a place where some of the chil- 
dren of the neighborhood gather each Sabbath 
afternoon for Sabbath School. Some of the sweet- 
est and most profitable services we have ever 
had have been the “Cottage Prayer-meetings”’ 
which have been held in the homes of our people. 


There is something very fitting and very beauti- 
ful about the thought of having a church in a 
home. Did not Jesus bless all the homes into which 
He went while here on earth? Did not Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus have a wonderful “church” 
in their home, a quiet place where He could rest 
a teach the deepest truths concerning Him- 
self? 


So, we believe we should all “Salute Aquila and 
Priscilla” today, in their marvellous home, whether 
it be in Corinth or Ephesus or somewhere else. 
Would not the simple, but essential things they 
had be better than some of our more modern 
conveniences? After all, it does not take beautiful 
furniture and untold luxuries to make a home 
with a church in it; it only takes Christ; Let us 
open our door, and our hearts, and He will come 
in. 





Lesson For Sept. 12: Barnabas 
A Good Man 


Scripture: Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-31; 11:22-30; 
12:25 - 13:7, 43-52; 14:1-20; 15:1-39; I Corinthians 
9:6; Galatians 2:1-13; Colossians 4:10. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 1:1-6. 


i, 
Navajo 


Indian 


Children 


must they 


suffer 

because we 

forget? 

The facts about Navajo children are known— 
high T.B. rate, low school attendance, wide- 


spread ignorance, superstition and poverty. 
Now you can 


Sponsor a Navajo School 


You or your group will take pride in aiding 
a classroom unit of 30 children ($72 a year) 
or a 2-room school ($144 a year). Or give 
any amount to 


SCF’s Ameriean Indian 


Child Fund 


Do it today. We have a genuine obligation to 
these American Indian children. Address con- 
tributions and inquiries to: 


Department 138 


Save the Children Federation 


Incorporated 
1 Madison Avenue @ New York 10, N. Y. 


(Ask about our other projects in America and overseas) 
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In Psalms 1:1-6 we have an Old Testament por- 
trait of a “good man,” or a “Blessed,” or “happy”’ 
man. That such a man was a “happy” man goes 
without saying: no one could live like Barnabas 
and not be “blessed,” or “happy.” 


We will consider our lesson material under 
three heads: (1) The Evidence of Barnabas’ 
Goodness, (2) The Explanation of that Good- 
ness, (3) The Result, or Fruit, of his Goodness. 


I. The Evidence is Abundant, and Conclusive: 
most of the lesson material, especially our Printed 
Text. 


1. The first bit of evidence is found in Acts 
4:36-37. Reading the context we find that in 
their unselfish love the early disciples sold their 
possessions and divided out the proceeds so that 
“there was not a needy person among them.” This 
is a most interesting and delightful picture. (There 
is a very interesting article in the June Earnest 
Worker entitled, ‘What God Has Wrought.” It is 
the story of life on Kusaie, one of Japan’s “Islands 
of Mystery.” Kusaie is now an unbelievable isle 
of twelve hundred angels.” The Gospel when put 
into practice still makes people love each other 
and live in peace.) 


Among those who did this was a man named 
Joseph whom the apostles surnamed Barnabas, 
(which means, son of encouragement), a Levite, 
a native of Cyprus. His name, given him by the 
apostles, is the best commentary on his noble 
character. Like “Greatheart” in Pilgrim’s Progress, 
he was always encouraging someone, or helping 
in every possible way to promote the interests of 
the church. He was always willing to take second, 
or third, or lowest place that someone better 
fitted should take the leadership. We find this 
the case especially in his association with Paul. 


His sincerity and honesty is in striking con- 
trast to another man-Ananias—who pretended to 
bring all of the proceeds of the sale of a piece of 
ronerty, but kept back part of it. (see chapter 
5). 


Barnabas’ goodness was not just on the sur- 
face, and for show; he was good all the way 
through, as the boy on the train said about his 
basket of apples. At the bottom of his goodness 
was a heart of love—love for God, and love for 
his fellow men. 


2. The second bit of evidence as to his char- 
acter is found in Acts 9:26-27. 


Acts 9 contains the story of Saul’s conversion. 
We cannot go into that familiar and important 
matter; but after his conversion, “when he had 
come to Jerusalem he attempted to join the dis- 
ciples: and they were all afraid of him, for they 
did not believe that he was a disciple.” This was 
not surprising when we stop to think of Saul’s 
record and bitter persecution of the Christians. 


But just as the Ananias of Damascus accepted 
Saul as a genuine convert, so Barnabas, in Jeru- 
salem, vouched for him there and “took him, and 
brought him to the apostles, and declared to them 
how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke 
to him, and how at Damascus he had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus” (R.S.V.). 


So Paul began his preaching in Jerusalem under 
the sponsorship of this man Barnabas, who was 
living up to his name of “encourager.” 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney’s office dis- 
cussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if 
she had forgotten anyone who should be remem- 
bered in her will. 


The attorney thought a while and then said: “Yes, 
you have forgotten Jesus.” She thanked him, and 
made a substantial provision for the work of our 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions in your will, the following form 
of bequest should be used: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of 

(or the following property, to wit:........... ) 


For full information and assistance in making a 
bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 


Curry B. Hearn - Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church In The U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 





Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of dis- 
posing of your property exactly in accordance 
with your wishes. Perhaps your will should be 
re-written to meet changing conditions. In either 
event, consult your attorney. Only a good law- 
yer can give your will the legal attention it 
must have to avoid serious mistakes. 
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Do we not need more people like Barnabas, 
today, to encourage young Christians, or those 
who, like Saul, have had a career that does not 
readily commend them to the confidence of many 
of their fellow Christians? 


3. Our third bit of evidence is found in Acts 
11:22-26, especially in Verse 23: “‘who, when he 
was come, and had seen the grace of God, was 
glad: and he exhorted them all that with purpose 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.” Here 
we have him at his old job of helping and en- 
couraging others. Are we always glad when we 
see the “grace of God” working in the lives of 
men, and do we always speak words of encourage- 
ment to those who are thus manifesting that grace 
in their lives? 


4. In Verse 26 of this same chapter we have 
further evidence: “‘And he went forth to Tarsus 
to seek for Saul: And when he had found him, 
he brought him to Antioch.” 


Barnabas recognized a leader when he saw one, 
and he knew that Saul of Tarsus was such a 
leader. It is a mark of his generous nature that 
he went to look for the man who was soon to 
eclipse him in the future work of the church. 
He felt also, no doubt, that this would be an en- 
couragement to Saul, as well as a blessing to the 
church at Antioch. 


5. The story of “Paul and Barnabas” as they 
were set apart and sent forth as the first mis- 
sionaries of the early church, is a thrilling one. 
These two men are well fitted to work together, 
and as we read of their great work in Cyprus and 
later on the mainland of Asia Minor, we see how 
they were mutually helpful as companions and 
fellow workers. We cannot but think of Luther and 
Melancthon, of Moody and Sankey, or Torrey and 
Alexander. “They two” as Elijah and Elisha in the 
Old Testament, went out, chosen of God for a 
great work. Sometimes God chooses one man to 
follow another, as in the case of the prophets, 
and sometime to go in pairs, as when the Master 
sent out the disciples). Two men together can 
accomplish more than two working separately, 
for one may supplement or support the other. 


6. Our final insight into Barnabas’ character 
has an unfortunate background. 


When Paul and Barnabas were preparing to 
start on their second missionary journey, (see Acts 
15:36-41) Barnabas wanted to take Mark, his 
young kinsman who had left them on the first 
trip, but Paul would not consent, and the argu- 
ment waxed bitter, with the result that the two 
friends separated, Barnabas taking Mark and sail- 
ing for Cyprus, while Paul chose Silas and went 
to the mainland to visit the churches there. 


Personally we have always felt that Barnabas 
was wiser than Paul, or at least more tender- 
hearted. Paul seems to have realized his mistake 
later when he sends for Mark and ealls him 
“profitable for the ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:11). At 
any rate we see the kind and helpful and en- 
couraging Barnabas, willing to give his cousin a 
second chance. Paul refers to Mark several times 
later and seems to have a high regard for him. 


II. The Explanation of Barnabas’ Character: 
Acts 11:24: Our Golden Text: “For he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” 











WHAT'S THE LIFE OF 
AN INJUSTICE? 


To answer this question one must ask: How 
many people know of the injustice? How 
deeply are they concerned about it? And par. 
ticularly what are they willing to do to end 
the injustice. 


It is unjust to ask the ministers who have 
served our Church long and well to live on 
the annuities now being paid. 


So the General Assembly calls on all members 
of the Presbyterian Family to know, to care, 
and to end this injustice by increasing the 
Prior Service Fund so that this injustice may 
be corrected now. 


TUNUANITI 
A GIFT FODA Y 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Wade H. Boggs . Secretary 
WOU MNDS BE. ENO nn connsccece cant séenoxs .. Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. — Losisville 2, Ky. 

















The goodness of Barnabas was not. superficial. 
but supernatural: it came from above: Barnabas 
was a “Born Again” Christian. 


There are different sorts of “goodness.” Some is 
but self-righteousness and is as ‘filthy rags” in 
the sight of God. Such was the goodness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day: like whited 
sepulchers. 


Some goodness is “put on” and deceptive, a 
that of Ananias and later of Simon the sorcerer, 
who while professing to be good, was still in the 
gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity. 


The only sort of goodness which will wear long 
and stand the scrutiny of God is the goodness im- 
puted to us in Christ and imparted to us by the 


Holy Spirit. This was the kind that Barnabas 
possessed. 


It came to him through Faith. When a man is 
“full of faith’—the faith which leads him to 
Christ—he will have the righteousness of Christ. 
He will also be “full of the Holy Spirit,” for the 
two go together. 


Let us be sure that our goodness is of this 
type. Dressed in His righteousness alone, and 
filled with His righteousness by the indwelling of 
His Spirit, we can be, like Barnabas, “sons of col 
solation” or encouragement. 


III. The Result: Acts 11:24b: “And much peo 
ple was added unto the Lord.” When we have 
churches full of men like Barnabas, we will have 
magnets to draw unsaved people to the Lord. Men 


like Barnabas are the Church’s best advertise 
ment. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For September 
Sept. 5: Thine Is The Kingdom 


Introduction 


The first two vesper programs for the month 
of September are on the theme “The Kingdom of 
God.” The whole Old Testament keeps telling us 
to look forward for the Kingdom of God. John 
the Baptist and Jesus announced that the Kingdom 
of God had drawn near. The main emphasis of 
the message of our Lord was “the Kingdom,” and 
the rest of the New Testament assumes that believ- 
ers are in the Kingdom and points us forward to 
that day when the Kingdom will be fully mani- 
fest. Truly we cannot understand the Bible unless 
we understand the Kingdom. 


But when we come to the subject of the King- 
dom we find different ideas in our day about what 
itis and how it comes. We must remember as we 
begin our study that Christ taught us to say 
“Thine is the kingdom.” This reminds us that it is 
God’s Kingdom. Since it is God’s kingdom He 
must tell us what it is, how it comes, and what our 
responsibilities to it are. If we decide what the 
Kingdom is and how we ought to establish it then 
we must pray “ours is the Kingdom” rather than 
“Thine is the Kingdom.” 


The mind of God is revealed to us in the Bible, 
so we turn to that Holy Word to find the truth 
about the Kingdom. When we do our minds and 
hearts are challenged to real Bible study for the 
truth about the Kingdom meets us on every page, 
but at first glance this mass of material seems so 
difficult. We find that the Kingdom is spiritual 
yet it is a literal kingdom; it is present now yet it is 
a Kingdom that is coming in the future; it is 
universal yet it is Israel that has a peculiar relation 
to it; it is out of this world yet it is a Kingdom that 
shall be set up on the earth. Any one can select 
the passages that suit his way of thinking and 
give a clear cut definition of the Kingdom, but 
to handle all these Scriptures honestly makes one 
feel humble before God and anything but dog- 
matic. Let us run through and see some of the 
main ideas that underlie the Kingdom idea all the 
way through the Bible. 


Scriptural Outline 


_The word “kingdom” as used among men car- 
nes certain ideas of a king, a kingdom, and a 
certain type of life. Let us seek to follow the 
analogy and answer some questions about the 
Kingdom of God. 


1. Who is the King of this Kingdom? The Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. is the King. Matt. 2.1-2; 
21:1-6; 25:31-34; John 18:37; 19:19; 2 Tim. 4:1; 
Hebrews 1:8; Rev. 15:3; 17:24. 


Il. Where is this Kingdom? (a) The King Him- 
self is the Kingdom incarnate; therefore the king- 
om is present in the Person of Christ. Lk. 9:16- 
62; Matt. 19:14; Matt. 19:21-25; Lk. 17-20-23. (b) 

e Kingdom is present in the hearts and lives 
of those who put their trust in Christ. Col. 1:13- 
18; Rom. 14:17. This is often called the King- 
om of Grace. (c) The Kingdom shall yet come 


over all the earth. Matt. 19:27-30; Psalm 2:7-9; 
Rev. 11:15. This is often called the Kingdom of 
Glory. (d) The Kingdom is present wherever the 
power of God is manifest. Matt. 12:28; Rom. 
14:17. This is often called the Kingdom in Power. 


III. What is this Kingdom like? (a) Spiritual 
in nature: Jno. 18:36; Col. 1:13. (b) Universal in 
membership: Matt. 21:43; Isa. 2:2; Hab. 2:14. (c) 
Righteous in character: Matt. 5.6-20. (d) Peaceful 
in life: Isa. 11:9. 


IV. Who are the subjects of this Kingdom? (a) 
Those who have entered by the new birth: John 
3:5. (b) Those who have entered and become 
humble and teachable as a little child: Luke 18:17. 
(b) Those who are hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness: Matt. 5:6. 


Suggestion 


This program is very important. It might be a 
good idea to have all members of the group bring 
their Bibles, then let the leader ask the questions 
of the main headings of the Scripture lesson, 
answering them by calling on different members 
of the group to read the various Scripture refer- 
ences under each heading. The leader should be 
familiar with the Bible material and the truth of 
the Kingdom so that he could make comments that 
would help the group grasp the truth as a whole. 


Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Psalm 45:1-7. 
Hymn: Come Thou Almighty King. 
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9. 
Prayer. 

Leader’s Introduction (above). 


Bible Drill—each looking up passages aa the 
questions of Scripture lesson are asked and 
references given. 


Hymn: I Love Thy Kingdom Lord. 
Benediction. 





Sept. 12: On Earth As It Is In Heaven 
Introduction 


The best definition that we have of the King- 
dom of God is given us by Christ in the Lord’s 
Prayer. There He tells us to pray, “Thy king- 
dom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” At the heart of the Universe where the 
throne of God is, there the will of God is done 
fully and completely. One day the Kingdom will 
have fully come when the will of God is done 
throughout the whole earth as fully and com- 
pletely as it is now done in heaven. But until that 
day every one of us who is a member of the King- 
dom must see to it that no matter where we are 
that we do the will of God there. If we do, the 
will of God will be done there as in heaven, 
and the Kingdom will be manifest there. 


Without seeking to answer specific questions 
we can say that since Christ was the Kingdom of 
God present in the person of the King, even so 
if we walk as He walked, live as He lived and 
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serve as He served, then we are living as children 
of the Kingdom and seeing to it that God’s will 
is done on earth. In the early chapters of Matthew 
and Mark we learn that Jesus went about all 
Galilee “preaching, teaching and healing.” (Matt. 
4:23). On one occasion during this ministry in 
Galilee Jesus went to His own home Synagogue 
in Nazareth and there that Sabbath He outlined 
His purpose and His method. If we are going 
to be good subjects of the Kingdom we must 
follow the purpose and method of our king. Let 
us look and see. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Luke 4:14-21 


1. His Purpose Declared: Verses 17-19. (a) 
To preach an impartial Gospel. “To preach the 
Gospel to the poor.” The rich had it, and the 
poor outcasts did not. But the message is for all, 
the down-and-out and the up-and-out. (b) To 
preach an emancipating Gospel. “Proclaim release 
to prisoners.”” The message of the Kingdom must 
free men from the prisonhouse of sin and free 
society from the evils that makes literal prisons 
necessary. (c) To preach an illuminating Gospel. 
“Recovery of sight to the blind.” Sin and self make 
men far blinder than one who has not eyes— 
blind to the need of man and the glory of God. 
The Kingdom message brings sight and insight. (d) 
To preach a scripturally understood Gospel. ‘To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 


This is a reference to the Jubilee year in Israel’s 
history and to the Day of Grace which it fore- 
shadowed. The days of vengeance, mentioned in 
Isaiah, are eliminated, not because Jesus did not 
believe in them; but they were eliminated because 
they belong to the days of His second advent and 
He did not mention them until He was ex- 
plaining the second advent. (Luke 21:22). 


II. His Method Illustrated. (a) Maintained right 
relation to Spirit of God. We read that Jesus was 
annointed by the Spirit at His baptism, led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, filled with the Spirit at 
His temptation, and returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit. The Kingdom todav does not 
go forward by mass movements, large organi- 
zations, pressure groups. It is not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. We, to 
be used, must also be anointed, led, filled, and 
empowered by the Spirit. (b) Maintained right 
habit concerning House of God. Jesus went to the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath “as His custom was.” 
God speaks at His house and works through the 
people who gather there. Those who forsake the 
house of God never do much for the Kingdom of 
God. (c) Maintained right handling of the Word 
of God. He found the meaning and direction of 
His ministry in the Bible. He carefully quoted that 
which applied to His present ministry and later 
quoted that which applied to His second advent. 
We too must find meaning and direction from the 
Bible but we must ever give all diligence to 
handle it correctly. (2 Tim. 2:15). (d) Maintained 
consistent impression on community. We read that 
the fame of Jesus spread (Verse 14), the rumor 
(Verse 37) went about, and as the report spread 
many came to hear. (5:15) When we maintain a 
right relation to the Spirit, faithfully come to 
God’s house and go forth to preach, teach and 
heal we will make a consistent and effective im- 
pact upon the community. Lacking any of these 
we will lack a real impact. 


ECR IRIEL SCI 


The DOOR is open to eae Br 
Che Upper Room 


all who will come. 
F amily devotions, 
prayer, Bible reading, 
grace at meals, and 
personal meditations 
are stepping stones 
along the pathway that 
leads to the DOOR. 
You and your family 
will find help and in- 
spiration for your 
daily devotions 
through the use of The 
Upper Room. Make 
sure that you have a 
copy of the current 
issue and that your 
friends and loved ones 
have them, too! 


Now published bi-monthly, The Upper Room is 
sent, ten or more copies to one address, for 5c per 
copy, postpaid. Individual yearly subscriptions, 40c. 


Order TODAY From 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Nashville . .Tennessee 





Discussion 


Some one has said, “Those who can, do; those 
who can’t, chin.” The purpose and method of 
Jesus, as outlined above, hinge very heavily on 
preaching. Does this not mean that the Kingdom 
of God is going to become just a lot of talk, rather 
than action? Study I Corinthians 1:18, and John 
16:5-13, and Hebrews 4:12. 


From these we see that you and I can talk 
all night and it makes no difference. But when we 
preach the Word of the living God the Spirit of 
God works on our hearts and by that Word brings 
faith (Rom. 10:7) and life. Preaching man’s ideas 
is useless but preaching the Word of God releases 
power into our lives, and that power directed to 
Kingdom ends can turn the world upside down. 

Program Outline 
Call to Worship: Psalm 72:1-5, 18:19. 
Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation. 
Scriptude Lesson: Micah 4:1-8. 
Prayer. 
Hymn: Have Thine Own Way Lord. 
Introduction by Leader (above). 
Talk No. 1: Our Lord’s Purpose. 
Talk No. 2: Our Lord’s Method. 


Discussion. Led by one group, but with all taking 
part. 

Question: Does preaching the Gospel mean that 
we place more emphasis on talking than on 
doing? 

Hymn: Lead On O King Eternal. 

Closing Benediction. (In view of topic it would be 
good to repeat in unison Psalm 19:14). 
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“Christ ... The Only Answer” 
Is Theme Of Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School 


Every summer at the conclusion of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary Training School at Montreat the state- 
ment is made that “this has been the finest school.” 
Again this summer, the same words have been 
heard, but with a new meaning; a new signifi- 
cance. The school, which opened here July 21, and 
closed with the traditional candle-lighting service 
and processional which extended from Montreat 
Auditorium to Lakeside Building and encircled 
Lake Susan, Tuesday night, July 27, brought more 
than a thousand women to Montreat, of whom 823 
registered for class work leading toward credits 
in leadership training for service “back home.” 


This was, indeed, one of the largest gatherings 
of women ever to attend a school here for the 
training of leaders in the work of the Women of 
the Church, and, significant, too, was the fact 
that the new title to be given to this work of 
the Church was not only readily accepted; but 
the “old” was put off and the “new” put on with 
poise, and true womanly charm. From here on, the 
Woman’s Auxiliary is no more—women no longer 
need tumble over the pronunciation of Auxiliary, 
need only to forget it as far as their work for the 
Church is concerned—for now in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., this department of service for Christ 
and His Church is to be designated: Women of the 
Church. The General Assembly approved the name- 
changing at the meeting in Atlanta last May. 


So it may be said that the Women of the Church 
came to Montreat this summer to follow a strenu- 
ous course of study in a variety of classes which 
kept in the foreground of their thinking, con- 
stantly, the challenging slogan of the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress: “Christ . . . the Only 
Answer.” Facing them from the back wall of the 
Montreat Auditorium platform was a huge—wall- 
covering—poster-board, depicting the world globe, 
on which was centered the Cross of Calvary, ex- 
tending from which were the rays of light cast 
over the world by Christ who once knew the pain 
and the death blows of that Cross, that through 
His suffering and death His followers might have 
Light and life eternal. There, too, were the words: 
“Christ . . . the Only Answer.” On the closing 
night the cross was lighted, for it was from this 
same Cross that the light came which enabled the 
women to symbolically light their own candles to 
go forth to shed Christ’s Light throughout their 
own portions of His world. 

——_—_> —— 


The Birthday Offering 


Presbyterian women contributed a total of $133,- 
927.75 to the 1948 “Birthday Offering,” accord- 
Ing to the report on this annual project of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church, 
‘S., made at the annual meeting of the Auxiliary 
here Thursday night in connection with the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary Training School. 


Miss Mary S. Quidor, Atlanta, Ga., treasurer of 
the Committee on Woman’s Work, gave the report, 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








saying, that while the total amount was not as 
much as had been given in 1947, it was usually 
true that this offering was larger in the years it 
was given to the foreign mission work of the 
Church. The gift is alternated each year between 
work in the homeland, and that on foreign mission 
fields, she explained. 


As a result of the gift this year, the Mountain 
Retreat Association received $40,000 and the bal- 
ance of the total gift, $93,927.75 went to the 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va. The 
plan of division of the gift was that $40,000 o: 
the first $100,000 was to be given to Montreat 
and the remainder to the training school. Last 
year’s total birthday offering was $157,761.14. 


——@—— 


Our Church And The Society 


The Presbyterian Church and the American 
Bible Society have been working together since 
1816 when the General Assembly of that year 
adopted this resolution: “The General Assembly 
records with gratification and heartfelt pleasure 
the information they have received of the forma- 
tion of an American Bible Society ... They can- 
not but believe that it is the work of God; that it 
will stand, and prove a rich blessing to those who 
may enjoy the fruits of its exertions.” 


The officers of the American Bible Society are 
grateful for the support and contributions of the 
Presbyterian Church through the years. 


On Presbyterian mission fields Bible Societies 
have had an important part in providing the Scrip- 
tures in the languages of the people. The Scrip- 
tures for the world are supplied by National Bible 
Societies working in complete harmony in the 
United Bible Society. 


The way American Churches support the work 
of all Bible Societies is by contributions to the 
American Bible Society. It would be impossible to 
estimate the money saved the Presbyterian Church 
because of the united efforts of the denominations 
through the American Bible Society. 


Recently the editor of a church paper said: “If 
the American Bible Society should disband today, 
the Churches would organize something just like it 
tomorrow.” 


—From Leaflet of American 
Bible Society. 


a ee 


So Say We All 


Not since 1913, when the Vacation Fund for 
the ministers of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
was started by two elders and a minister, has 
there been larger need for its service than in 
this year of 1948. 


Notwithstanding the great increase in the cost 
of living no increase has been made in the salaries 
provided for hundreds of our faithful ministers. 
They will not ask for more and their needs are 
sadly overlooked by those who should act. Be- 
cause of this condition the largest number of 
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invitations in its thirty-five years of service has 
been issued by the Fund. Each case was carefully 
investigated and urgent need was revealed. Other 
homes should also be included. 


And now the letters of thanks are coming to 
the Board of Managers. Each letter echoes the 
refrain of Tiny Tim, “God bless us everyone.” 
The Managers add their grateful thanks to all 
who have made this help possible to these homes. 
Our hearts are grieved as we read of the serious 
illness in many of our ministers’ families, of the 
inability to go far from home because of little 
children in the household, and of absence of any 
hope of a vacation until the check from the Va- 
cation Fund brought hope and joy to all members 
of the family. We wish all those who have had 
the joy of contributing to the Fund might read 
these letters and know of the prayers that have 
ascended to the Throne of Grace for those who 
have had a part in providing this ministry of love. 


Other funds are now needed. Other loyal Pres- 
byterians will want to share in the work. Send 
your gift at once to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 358, Montreat, North Carolina. 


On behalf of the Board of Managers: 

Henry H. Sweets, Chairman. 
410 Urban Building, 
Louisville 2, Ky. 

—____—_—_ 


A Good Investment 


By S. W. Moore 
Wytheville . Virginia 


Recently while supplying a vacant Church, the 
Session received into the full communion and 
membership of the Church a number of persons 
on confession of faith, the majority of them re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of Baptism. I gave to each 
of these Certificates of Membership, and to the 
ones baptized Certificates of Baptism. These help 
deepen the holy impressions made when they were 
received into the membership of the Church, 
and will be a reminder of their privileges, obli- 
gations and responsibilities as members of the 
Church. So many people who saw these Certifi- 
cates commented upon their beauty, attractiveness 
and value, and expressed regret that no such 
Certificates were given them when they were 
baptized and received into the membrship of the 
church. I wonder if Ministers and Church Sessions 
are not missing a very worthwhile opportunity of 
deepening the impressions of this Sacrament and 
union with the Church if they do not give such 
Certificates, especially to young boys and girls 
when they take this important step in life? That 
thought has prompted this brief article for our 
Church papers. Our Committee of Publication in 
Richmond can supply most attractive Booklets of 
such Certificates. I am convinced that investment 
in them by Ministers and Church Sessions will be 
a most profitable one. 


-_-—_ + — 


The Good Fight Of Faith 


“Tf the Word of God be heeded, the Christian 
battle will be fought both with love and with 
faithfulness. Party passions and personal animosi- 
ties will be put away, but on the other hand, even 
angels from heaven will be rejected if they preach 
a gospel different from the blessed gospel of the 
Cross.” —J. Gresham Machen. 


Aug. 16, 1943 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE: 
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.-. Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 


of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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DEATH IN THE POT 
An Appraisal Of The Federal Council 
Single Copy 25e — Five For $1.00 
How Modern Is The Federal Council? 


An Analysis Of The Replies Of Its Leaders 
To An Inquiry About Their Doctrinal Beliefs 


Single Copy 15c — Seven For $1.00 
Both Books By Rev. J. Elwin Wright, LL.D. 
Dealers Protected 
FELLOWSHIP PRESS 
9 Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 
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Wanted Immediately: Three Short-Term 
Teachers For Kinjo College In Japan 


One Man Teacher 


Two Lady Teachers 


UNTLINUII 


English language and literature, possibly his- 
tory and related subjects in English. 


ee ee 
— te i ee oe: 
ee a i ee lll 


Master’s Degree necessary 
Work begins in April, 1949 
For further details communicate at once with 


Dr. Richard T. Gillespie 
- Box 330 Nashville 1, Te 
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a Church News 


New Missionaries Under 
Appointment 


Executive Committee Of Foreign 
Missions — July 1948 


Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Frank McElroy, Jr.: Mr. 
McElroy was born November 6, 1917 at Luebo, 
Congo Belge, Africa. His education was at Central 
School, Lubondai, Africa, the Brownwood (Texas) 
High School, Westminster College, Austin College, 
from which he graduated in 1939, and the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, from which he 
graduated in 1942. He served as pastor of the 
Fairfield, Texas Church in ’42 and ’44 and of the 
Donna (Texas) Church 1945 through 1948. Mrs. 
McElroy was the former Kathryn Patton. She was 
born January 24, 1917. She was educated at the 
Lockhart (Texas) High School, and at the South- 
west Texas Teachers’ College, from which she 
reeeived her B.A. degree in 1938. After three 
years of teaching she was married in 1942 to 
Mr. McElroy. They have two adopted children, 
David William, 2 years old, Mary Louise, 4 months 
old. They will leave in September for Belgium 
where they will spend several months in. language 
study. Following this they will proceed to the 
field where Mr. McElroy will be engaged in evan- 
gelistic work. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Crane: Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Crane have been appointed evangelistic mis- 
sionaries to Africa. Mr. Crane was born Novem- 
ber 16, 1921 at Lusambo, Belgian Congo, Africa. 
He was educated at Central School, and at David- 
son College where he received his Bachelor’s 
Degree in 1943. He served two years from the 
Army he re-entered Union Theological Seminary 
in 1945. During the spring of 1947 he dropped 
out of the Seminary in order to travel under the 
auspices of the Joint Committee on Student Work 
and the Candidate Department of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. During this time 
he visited more than forty schools and colleges 
throughout the Southeast. Mrs. Crane was the for- 
mer Anne Boyd Cleveland, a daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. R. F. Cleveland, missionaries of our 
church in Africa. She was born January 21, 1922. 
She was educated at Central School in Africa, and 
at Austin College, receiving her degree from that 
institution in 1943. She taught for one term at the 
Tex-Mex Institute, Kingsville, Tex. Mr. and Mrs. 
Crane have one child, Anne Louise, 2 years old. 
They are attending the Montreat Missionary Insti- 
tute in the summer of 1948. They will return to 
Union Seminary in the Fall of ’48, and upon the 
completion of his studies in the Spring of ’49 
will proceed to Belgium where they will spend 
several months in language study before pro- 
ceeding to the Congo. 


Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Cole Marks: Dr. and Mrs. 
Marks are under appointment as medical mission- 
aries to Africa. Dr. Marks is a dentist. He was 
born November 30, 1910 at Apex, N. C. After his 
graduation from Davidson College in 1929, he at- 
tended the Atlanta Southern Dental College, re- 
celving his degree in 1933. For fourteen years he 
Was in the general practice of dentistry in Wil- 
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mington, N. C. He has for several years served as 
an officer in the First Presbyterian Church in 
Wilmington, first as a deacon and later as an 
elder. Mrs. Marks was the former Miss Katherine 
Woods. She was born July 6, 1913 at Charlottes- 
ville, Va. She is a registered nurse, having grad- 
uated from the Medical College of Virginia in 
1934. Dr. and Mrs. Marks have three children, 
Sandy, Jr., 10 years old, Stuart, 8 years old, Kath- 
erine, 4 years old. Dr. and Mrs. Marks are giving 
up a successful practice in Wilmington to accept 
an urgent call for a dentist in our African Mission. 
Before offering his services to the Committee, 
Dr. Marks had done effective work as Chairman 
of the Program of Progress Committee for Wil- 
mington Presbytery. 


Rev. and Mrs. Robert K. Robinson, Jr.: Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert K. Robinson, Jr. have been appointed 
missionaries to Korea. Mr. Robinson was born 
July 5, 1919. His education was at Greenbrier 
Military School, Hampden-Sydney College from 
which he graduated in 1942, and Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia from which he graduated in 
1945. He has served for the last three years in 
Home Mission Field in Randolph County in West 
Virginia. He is a member of Greenbrier Presby- 
terian. Mrs. Robinson was the former Elizabeth 
Eleanor Ruhmann. She was born in Waco, Tex., 
July 24, 1917. She was educated at Waco High 
School, and the Texas State College for Women 
from which she graduated.in 1935, and at the 
General Assembly’s Training School from which 
she received the M.R.E. degree in 1943. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robinson have one child, Peter Kitchen 
Robinson who will soon be one year old. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robinson are now at Missionary Institute in 
Montreat, North Carolina. After completing this 
course they will go to Yale in September to 
begin the study of Korean. After six months at 
Yale they will proceed to Korea. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vandergrift: Mr. and Mrs. 
Vandergrift are under appointment as mission- 
aries to Africa. Mr. Vandergrift was born May 12, 
1924 at Birmingham, Ala. He was educated at 
Ensley High School, at Birmingham-Southern Col- 
lege, and at Georgia School of Technology from 
which he received his degree in June 1948. He saw 
military service from 1943 through 1946. Mrs. 
Vandegrift was the former Miss Catherine Frank- 
lin, born August 7, 1923 at Birmingham, Ala. and 
was educated in one of the Birmingham High 
Schools after which she received her B.S. de- 
gree at Birmingham-Southern College 1944. She 
taught music in the public schools of Birmingham 
for one year, and for the last two years has been 
a typist in the Fulton County Department of 
Public Welfare, Atlanta, Ga. Mr. and Mrs. Van- 
degrift are now attending the Missionary Institute 
in Montreat. Following this course they will enter 
Columbia Seminary in the Fall. Following their 
graduation from Columbia Seminary in the Spring 
of ’49 they will proceed to Belgium for several 
months of language study. After this they will pr 
ceed to the Congo, where Mr. Vandergrift will 
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serve as an industrial missionary, and Mrs. Van- 
degrift in educational work. 


Miss Mary Kathryn McBee: Miss Mary Kathryn 
McBee is under appointment as a missionary to 
Mexico. She was born January 29, 1917 at Alpena, 
W. Va. After graduating from the Academy High 
School at Erie, Penn. she entered training as a 
nurse in the Elkins City Hospital Training School 
for Nurses, Elkins, W. Va., from which institution 
she graduated as a registered nurse in 1938. She 
later took a special course in Obstetrics at Margaret 
Hayne Maternity Hospital, Jersey City, N. J. She 
has had one year of general duty in Erie, Pa., 
three years of general duty and supervision at 
Margaret Hayne Maternity Hospital, Jersey City, 
N. J., and 4 years in Navy, where she served as a 
nurse. Upon her release from the Navy in the Fall 
of ’47 Miss McBee entered the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, completing a year of study in the 
Spring of ’48. Miss McBee is now enrolled in 
Montreat Missionary Institute. Upon completion of 
this course she will take additional training in 
Brooklyn, New York in the field of anesthesia. 
Following the completion of this course next 
Spring, Miss McBee will proceed to Morelia, 
Mexico where she will join the staff of the Sana- 
toria La Luz. 


Miss Mary Virginia Smith. Miss Smith is under 
appointment as a missionary to North Brazil. She 
was born May 13, 1918 at Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia. She graduated at the Montreat Junior 
College, and later took additional work at the State 
Teachers College, Farmville, Va. Miss Smith at- 
tended the Assembly’s Training School during the 
last school session. She has had eight years’ teach- 
ing experience in Georgia, Virginia and North 
Carolina. She is a daughter of Rev. J. Hoge Smith, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Jellico, Tenn. 
Miss Smith is now attending the Montreat Mis- 
sionary Institute. After completing this course 
she will proceed immediately to the field. 


Mrs. Paul B. Smith: Mrs. Paul B. Smith was 
the former Miss Janet Eleanor Giffen. She was 
married on June 26 to Rev. Paul Blake Smith 
who has been under appointment for some time as 
a missionary to Brazil. Mrs. Smith was born May 
1, 1929 at Cleveland, Ohio. She graduated in 1947 
from the Marietta, (Ga.) High School. She has 
been engaged in a business office in Marietta since 
that time. She is a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
are now attending the Missionary Institute at 
Montreat. Following the completion of this course, 
they will proceed immediately to their field of 
labor in the West Brazil Mission. Mr. Smith, a 
graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary, has 
served during the past year as pastor of the Church 
at Powder Springs, Georgia, in Cherokee Presby- 
tery. 


Miss Madge Rice: Miss Rice was recently ap- 
pointed a missionary to Africa. She was born 
September 11, 1909 at Clarkton, Mo. She grad- 
uated in 1927 from the high school in Malden, Mo. 
For thirteen years she has served as an office 
worker in a business house in Memphis, Tennes- 
see. She is a member of the Idlewild Presby- 
terian Church, and for a number of years she 
helped with the Pioneer Department of that 
Church. Miss Rice has been appointed to serve as 
office secretary to Mr. James Halverstadt, the 
treasurer of the Africa Mission. Miss Rice is now 
at Yale, taking an intensive course in French for 
the summer. Following the completion of this 


course, she will proceed immediately to her wo 
at Luluabourg, in the Belgian Congo. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Carson Shaver: Mr, anj 
Mrs. Shaver are under appointment as missionarig 
to China. Mr. Shaver was born February 4, 1913 
at Huntington, W. Va. He received his B.S. degree 
from Berry College in 1938. He had additiona) 
work in the Evening School of Georgia Tech, 
After one years’ teaching experience Mr. Shaye 
entered the field of business until entering the 
Military Service in 1943. After three years in the 
Army, two of which were spent in India and Ching 
he became associated with the Veteran’s Admin. 
istration, serving as correspondence and review 
clerk in the office at Fort McPherson, Ga. Mrs 
Shaver was born June 20, 1910. Mrs. Shaver re. 
ceived her college degree from Berry College jp 
1937. She has done additional studying at the 
South Georgia Teachers College, and at Crichton’s 
Business College in Atlanta. She has had five 
years teaching experience, has also done office work 
and has served as a receptionist during the war, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shaver are members of the Mor. 
ingside Presbyterian Church in _ Atlanta. Mr. 
Shaver is to become the Treasurer of the China 
Mission. They are now attending the Montreat 
Missionary Institute. The Committee is awaiting 
word from China as to whether Mr. and Mrs, 
Shaver should take a year of language at Yale, 
or as to whether they should proceed immediately 
to the field. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith, Jr.: Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith are under appointment as missionaries to 
the North Brazil Mission. Mr. Smith was born Sep- 
tember 18, 1914 at Petersburg, W. Va. He re- 
ceived his college education at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, graduating in 1936. He received his Semi- 
nary training at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
graduating in 1942. Between College and Seminary 
he had three years as teacher and principal of a 
high school. He has served in the pastorate for 
the last six years. His last pastorate was Cedar 
Springs Presbyterian Church of Knoxville Pres- 
bytery. Mrs. Smith was the former Edna Louise 
Russell..She was born November 8, 1918 at Louis- 
ville, Tenn. She attended Maryville College, at 
Maryville, Tenn., for two years, and the As 
sembly’s Training School for one year. She has had 
two and one-half years’ teaching experience in 
elementary schools. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two 
children, James Hoge 4 years old, and Lyda Vir- 
ginia, three. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are now attending 
the Montreat Missionary Institute. Following the 
completion of this course they will proceed im- 
mediately to their field of labor in North Brazil. 
Their first year will be spent in the school of 
language study at Campinas. 


Miss Mary McCann Hudson: Miss Mary McCann 
Hudson is under appointment as a short term mis- 
sionary to the Congo. She is to teach in Central 
School for missionaries’ children at Lubondai. Miss 
Hudson was born January 30, 1917 at Greenville, 
S. C. After graduating from Greenville High School 
she attended Agnes Scott, graduating in 1938. She 
received an M.A. from Furman University in the 
field of Education in 1939. She has taken ad- 
ditional training at Asheville College, summer! 
school, and at the Assembly’s Training School, 
summer school. She attended the Biblical Seminary 
in New York from January until June 1948. Miss 
Hudson has served as a counsellor in girl scout 
camps in North Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin. 
She spent one year working in a research labora 
tory in Philadelphia. She spent one year teaching 
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tigh school in Jesup, Georgia. She spent five years 
aching Bible in the public schools in Danville, 
fy. She spent another year teaching Bible in the 
public schools in Rock Hill, S. C. Miss Hudson is 
, member of the Third Presbyterian Church of 
Greenville, S. C. She will sail July 29, 1948 for her 
work in Africa. 


Miss Janella Weelohe Williams: Miss Williams 
js under appointment as a missionary to Mexico. 
Miss Williams was born December 31, 1920 at 
Basile, La. She attended Montreat College, 1938 
through 1940. She graduated from Louisiana State 
University in 1942 with a B.S. degree. She received 
the M.R.E. degree from the Assembly’s Training 
School in 1944. Miss Williams has had two months 
of mission work in Mexico, one year teaching 
at The School of the Ozarks in Missouri, she has 
worked at the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La., and she has had two years’ experience 
in Mexico under the Mexican Faith Mission, an 
independent Mission sponsored by her father, Dr. 
Stephen B. Williams. Miss Williams is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church of Cotulla, Tex. of 
which her father is pastor. She is now engaged 
in the course of study at the Montreat Missionary 
Institute. After completing this course she will 
proceed immediately to Mexico where she will take 
up her work under our Committee. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Thomas Wing, Jr.: Mr. 
and Mrs. Wing are under appointment as evan- 
gelistic missionaries to Mexico. Mr. Wing was 
born November 7, 1921 at Jacksonville, Fla. After 
graduation from high school at Jacksonville he 
attended Wheaton College, receiving the B.S. de- 
gree in 1944. He received his theological training 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
graduating in 1947. He has served during the past 
year as the assistant minister of the Independent 
Presbyterian Church in Savannah. Mrs. Wing was 
the former Miss Ellen Nelson. She was born Sep- 
tember 22, 1925 at Kenasha, Wis. After graduat- 
ing from high school in Chicago she attended 
Wheaton College for one year. She served for some 
time as bookkeeper for the Russian Gospel Asso- 
tiation in Chicago. She and Mr. Wing were married 
preceeding his course of study at Columbia Semi- 
nary. They have one child, Karen Joy, born June 
27,1947. Mr. and Mrs. Wing are now attending the 
Montreat Missionary Institute. Following the com- 
pletion of this course they will proceed immedi- 
ately to their field of labor. 


Rev. L. G. Gebb’s Preaching 
Mission 


Members and friends of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Lakeland, Fla., have made it possible for 
their Pastor, Rev. L. G. Gebb to fulfill a great 
mission. Mr. Gebb has been invited by the Russian 
Gospel Association and Youth For Christ Inter- 
national to go on a preaching mission in the Brit- 
ish Isles, France, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Germany, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 


The Russian Gospel Association has Christian 
Missionaries in countries around the world whose 
special mission is to Slavic speaking peoples. Inter- 
preters will be made available where necessary. 
Mr. Gebb is to visit these mission stations preach- 
Ing to the masses and to hold inspirational con- 
ferences with the missionaries in the countries 
Which he is visiting. 


Mr. Gebb expects to attend for observation the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam, the 
International Council of Christian Churches, both 
organizations having their first convention on 
world-wide proportions, and the World Congress 
on Missions and Evangelism of Youth For Christ 
International. There are two delegates invited from 
Florida and Mr. Gebb is one of them. 250 dele- 
gates are expected from United States, 250 from 
Europe, and 250 from Africa, India, and the 
Orient. The itinerary is so arranged that Mr. Gebb 
may speak in these various countries before, after, 
and between these conventions. 


He is sailing on the Queen Mary on July 380, 
and expects to leave Southampton, England, Sep- 
tember 16th to return on the Queen Elizabeth. 


Mr. Gebb wishes to express his appreciation 
to the members of the Church and his many fine 
friends over the country who have so generously 
taken care of the expenses and have given him their 
support in letters of encouragement and promises 
of prayers as he goes on this sacred mission in the 
Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Lake City: Miss Virginia Traylor, a graduate 
of Lees McRae College, and of the Assembly’s 
Training School, has been chosen as Director of 
Religious Education in the Lake City Presbyterian 
Church, of which Rev. Russell W. Park is Pastor. 
She is from Lynchburg, Va. 


Mayesville: Rev. John W. Groves has resigned 
as Pastor of the church and has accepted a call 
to the Presbyterian Church in North Augusta, S. 
C. He will take over the work on September Ist. 


Kingstree: Rev. Ralph E. McCaskill has resigned 
as Pastor of the Williamsburg Church, Kingstree, 
S. C., and will become Pastor of Mount Zion 
Church, near St. Charles, Sumter County, S. C. 


Manning: Rev. DeForrest Wade has resigned as 
Pastor of the Manning Presbyterian Church to 
take effect on September Ist. 


Great Falls: Rev. John S. Solomon has resigned 
as Pastor of the Great Falls Church, and will be- 
come Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
rho Lavaca, Tex., succeeding Rev. Lawrence E. 

ilbert. 


Hebron Group: Hebron, Hepzibah, Tirzah, and 
Wedgefield Churches, the first two in Lee County, 
and the second two in Sumter County, have re- 
cently built a new manse, located at DuBose’s Cross 
Roads. On Wednesday evening, July 7, the manse 
was formally dedicated, consisting of a recep- 
tion, religious exercises, music, an historical state- 
ment, and a silver offering and refreshments. Rev. 
P. H. Biddle is Pastor of this group. Representa- 
tives of all four churches were present, and a num- 
ber of invited guests. 


Marriage 
Sturgis: Rawls.—At the residence of the bride’s 
parents, Rock Hill, S. C., on Saturday, June 19, 
by Dr. John C. Bailey, Mr. Paul Sturgis and Miss 
Margaret Elizabeth Rawls, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. S. Rawls, all of Rock Hill, S. C. 


Death 
Steele: On May 12, 1948, after an illness of 
several weeks, John H. Steele, aged 89 years. He 
was a son of Robert A. and Margaret Edith Bigger- 
Steele. He married Miss Corrie Belle Parker, who 
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serve as an industrial missionary, and Mrs. Van- 
degrift in educational work. 


Miss Mary Kathryn McBee: Miss Mary Kathryn 
McBee is under appointment as a missionary to 
Mexico. She was born January 29, 1917 at Alpena, 
W. Va. After graduating from the Academy High 
School at Erie, Penn. she entered training as a 
nurse in the Elkins City Hospital Training School 
for Nurses, Elkins, W. Va., from which institution 
she graduated as a registered nurse in 1938. She 
later took a special course in Obstetrics at Margaret 
Hayne Maternity Hospital, Jersey City, N. J. She 
has had one year of general duty in Erie, Pa., 
three years of general duty and supervision at 
Margaret Hayne Maternity Hospital, Jersey City, 
N. J., and 4 years in Navy, where she served as a 
nurse. Upon her release from the Navy in the Fall 
of ’47 Miss McBee entered the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, completing a year of study in the 
Spring of ’48. Miss McBee is now enrolled in 
Montreat Missionary Institute. Upon completion of 
this course she will take additional training in 
Brooklyn, New York in the field of anesthesia. 
Following the completion of this course next 
Spring, Miss McBee will proceed to Morelia, 
Mexico where she will join the staff of the Sana- 
toria La Luz. 

Miss Mary Virginia Smith. Miss Smith is under 
appointment as a missionary to North Brazil. She 
was born May 13, 1918 at Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia. She graduated at the Montreat Junior 
College, and later took additional work at the State 
Teachers College, Farmville, Va. Miss Smith at- 
tended the Assembly’s Training School during the 
last school session. She has had eight years’ teach- 
ing experience in Georgia, Virginia and North 
Carolina. She is a daughter of Rev. J. Hoge Smith, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Jellico, Tenn. 
Miss Smith is now attending the Montreat Mis- 
sionary Institute. After completing this course 
she will proceed immediately to the field. 


Mrs. Paul B. Smith: Mrs. Paul B. Smith was 
the former Miss Janet Eleanor Giffen. She was 
married on June 26 to Rev. Paul Blake Smith 
who has been under appointment for some time as 
a missionary to Brazil. Mrs. Smith was born May 
1, 1929 at Cleveland, Ohio. She graduated in 1947 
from the Marietta, (Ga.) High School. She has 
been engaged in a business office in Marietta since 
that time. She is a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
are now attending the Missionary Institute at 
Montreat. Following the completion of this course, 
they will proceed immediately to their field of 
labor in the West Brazil Mission. Mr. Smith, a 
graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary, has 
served during the past year as pastor of the Church 
at Powder Springs, Georgia, in Cherokee Presby- 
tery. 


Miss Madge Rice: Miss Rice was recently ap- 
pointed a missionary to Africa. She was born 
September 11, 1909 at Clarkton, Mo. She grad- 
uated in 1927 from the high school in Malden, Mo. 
For thirteen years she has served as an office 
worker in a business house in Memphis, Tennes- 
see. She is a member of the Idlewild Presby- 
terian Church, and for a number of years she 
helped with the Pioneer Department of that 
Church. Miss Rice has been appointed to serve as 
office secretary to Mr. James Halverstadt, the 
treasurer of the Africa Mission. Miss Rice is now 
at Yale, taking an intensive course in French for 
the summer. Following the completion of this 


course, she will proceed immediately to her work 
at Luluabourg, in the Belgian Congo. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Carson Shaver: Mr. anj 
Mrs. Shaver are under appointment as missionarie 
to China. Mr. Shaver was born February 4, 19); 
at Huntington, W. Va. He received his B.S. degree 
from Berry College in 1938. He had additional 
work in the Evening School of Georgia Tech, 
After one years’ teaching experience Mr. Shaye 
entered the field of business until entering the 
Military Service in 1943. After three years in the 
Army, two of which were spent in India and Ching 
he became associated with the Veteran’s Admin. 
istration, serving as correspondence and review 
clerk in the office at Fort McPherson, Ga. Mrs 
Shaver was born June 20, 1910. Mrs. Shaver re. 
ceived her college degree from Berry College ip 
1937. She has done additional studying at the 
South Georgia Teachers College, and at Crichton’s 
Business College in Atlanta. She has had five 
years teaching experience, has also done office work 
and has served as a receptionist during the war, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shaver are members of the Morn. 
ingside Presbyterian Church in _ Atlanta. Mr. 
Shaver is to become the Treasurer of the China 
Mission. They are now attending the Montreat 
Missionary Institute. The Committee is awaiting 
word from China as to whether Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaver should take a year of language at Yale, 
or as to whether they should proceed immediately 
to the field. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith, Jr.: Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith are under appointment as missionaries to 
the North Brazil Mission. Mr. Smith was born Sep- 
tember 18, 1914 at Petersburg, W. Va. He re- 
ceived his college education at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, graduating in 1936. He received his Seni- 
nary training at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
graduating in 1942. Between College and Seminary 
he had three years as teacher and principal of a 
high school. He has served in the pastorate for 
the last six years. His last pastorate was Cedar 
Springs Presbyterian Church of Knoxville Pres- 
bytery. Mrs. Smith was the former Edna Louise 
Russell. She was born November 8, 1918 at Louis- 
ville, Tenn. She attended Maryville College, at 
Maryville, Tenn., for two years, and the As 
sembly’s Training School for one year. She has had 
two and one-half years’ teaching experience in 
elementary schools. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two 
children, James Hoge 4 years old, and Lyda Vir 
ginia, three. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are now attending 
the Montreat Missionary Institute. Following the 
completion of this course they will proceed im- 
mediately to their field of labor in North Brazil. 
Their first year will be spent in the school of 
language study at Campinas. 


Miss Mary McCann Hudson: Miss Mary McCann 
Hudson is under appointment as a short term mis 
sionary to the Congo. She is to teach in Central 
School for missionaries’ children at Lubondai. Miss 
Hudson was born January 30, 1917 at Greenville, 
S. C. After graduating from Greenville High School 
she attended Agnes Scott, graduating in 1938. She 
received an M.A. from Furman University in the 
field of Education in 1939. She has taken ad- 
ditional training at Asheville College, summer! 
school, and at the Assembly’s Training School, 
summer school. She attended the Biblical Seminary 
in New York from January until June 1948. Miss 
Hudson has served as a counsellor in girl scout 
camps in North Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin. 
She spent one year working in a research labor 
tory in Philadelphia. She spent one year teaching 
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high school in Jesup, Georgia. She spent five years 
aching Bible in the public schools in Danville, 
fy. She spent another year teaching Bible in the 
public schools in Rock Hill, S. C. Miss Hudson is 
; member of the Third Presbyterian Church of 
Greenville, S. C. She will sail July 29, 1948 for her 
work in Africa. 


Miss Janella Weelohe Williams: Miss Williams 
js under appointment as a missionary to Mexico. 
Miss Williams was born December 31, 1920 at 
Basile, La. She attended Montreat College, 1938 
through 1940. She graduated from Louisiana State 
University in 1942 with a B.S. degree. She received 
the M.R.E. degree from the Assembly’s Training 
School in 1944. Miss Williams has had two months 
of mission work in Mexico, one year teaching 
at The School of the Ozarks in Missouri, she has 
worked at the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La., and she has had two years’ experience 
in Mexico under the Mexican Faith Mission, an 
independent Mission sponsored by her father, Dr. 
Stephen B. Williams. Miss Williams is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church of Cotulla, Tex. of 
which her father is pastor. She is now engaged 
in the course of study at the Montreat Missionary 
Institute. After completing this course she will 
proceed immediately to Mexico where she will take 
up her work under our Committee. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Thomas Wing, Jr.: Mr. 
and Mrs. Wing are under appointment as evan- 
gelistic missionaries to Mexico. Mr. Wing was 
born November 7, 1921 at Jacksonville, Fla. After 
graduation from high school at Jacksonville he 
attended Wheaton College, receiving the B.S. de- 
gree in 1944. He received his theological training 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
graduating in 1947. He has served during the past 
year as the assistant minister of the Independent 
Presbyterian Church in Savannah. Mrs. Wing was 
the former Miss Ellen Nelson. She was born Sep- 
tember 22, 1925 at Kenasha, Wis. After graduat- 
ing from high school in Chicago she attended 
Wheaton College for one year. She served for some 
time as bookkeeper for the Russian Gospel Asso- 
tiation in Chicago. She and Mr. Wing were married 
preceeding his course of study at Columbia Semi- 
nary. They have one child, Karen Joy, born June 
27,1947. Mr. and Mrs. Wing are now attending the 
Montreat Missionary Institute. Following the com- 
pletion of this course they will proceed immedi- 
ately to their field of labor. 


Rev. L. G. Gebb’s Preaching 


Mission 


Members and friends of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Lakeland, Fla., have made it possible for 
their Pastor, Rev. L. G. Gebb to fulfill a great 
mission. Mr. Gebb has been invited by the Russian 
Gospel Association and Youth For Christ Inter- 
national to go on a preaching mission in the Brit- 
ish Isles, France, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Germany, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 


The Russian Gospel Association has Christian 
Missionaries in countries around the world whose 
special mission is to Slavic speaking peoples. Inter- 
preters will be made available where necessary. 
Mr. Gebb is to visit these mission stations preach- 
Ing to the masses and to hold inspirational con- 
ferences with the missionaries in the countries 
Which he is visiting. 





Mr. Gebb expects to attend for observation the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam, the 
International Council of Christian Churches, both 
organizations having their first convention on 
world-wide proportions, and the World Congress 
on Missions and Evangelism of Youth For Christ 
International. There are two delegates invited from 
Florida and Mr. Gebb is one of them. 250 dele- 
gates are expected from United States, 250 from 
Europe, and 250 from Africa, India, and the 
Orient. The itinerary is so arranged that Mr. Gebb 
may speak in these various countries before, after, 
and between these conventions. 


He is sailing on the Queen Mary on July 30, 
and expects to leave Southampton, England, Sep- 
tember 16th to return on the Queen Elizabeth. 


Mr. Gebb wishes to express his appreciation 
to the members of the Church and his many fine 
friends over the country who have so generously 
taken care of the expenses and have given him their 
support in letters of encouragement and promises 
of prayers as he goes on this sacred mission in the 
Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


— 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Lake City: Miss Virginia Traylor, a graduate 
of Lees McRae College, and of the Assembly’s 
Training School, has been chosen as Director of 
Religious Education in the Lake City Presbyterian 
Church, of which Rev. Russell W. Park is Pastor. 
She is from Lynchburg, Va. 


Mayesville: Rev. John W. Groves has resigned 
as Pastor of the church and has accepted a call 
to the Presbyterian Church in North Augusta, S. 
C. He will take over the work on September Ist. 


Kingstree: Rev. Ralph E. McCaskill has resigned 
as Pastor of the Williamsburg Church, Kingstree, 
S. C., and will become Pastor of Mount Zion 
Church, near St. Charles, Sumter County, S. C. 


Manning: Rev. DeForrest Wade has resigned as 
Pastor of the Manning Presbyterian Church to 
take effect on September Ist. 


Great Falls: Rev. John S. Solomon has resigned 
as Pastor of the Great Falls Church, and will be- 
come Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
rho Lavaca, Tex., succeeding Rev. Lawrence E. 

ilbert. 


Hebron Group: Hebron, Hepzibah, Tirzah, and 
Wedgefield Churches, the first two in Lee County, 
and the second two in Sumter County, have re- 
cently built a new manse, located at DuBose’s Cross 
Roads. On Wednesday evening, July 7, the manse 
was formally dedicated, consisting of a recep- 
tion, religious exercises, music, an historical state- 
ment, and a silver offering and refreshments. Rev. 
P. H. Biddle is Pastor of this group. Representa- 
tives of all four churches were present, and a num- 
ber of invited guests. 

Marriage 

Sturgis: Rawls.—At the residence of the bride’s 
parents, Rock Hill, S. C., on Saturday, June 19, 
by Dr. John C. Bailey, Mr. Paul Sturgis and Miss 
Margaret Elizabeth Rawls, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. S. Rawls, all of Rock Hill, S. C. 


Death 
Steele: On May 12, 1948, after an illness of 
several weeks, John H. Steele, aged 89 years. He 
was a son of Robert A. and Margaret Edith Bigger- 
Steele. He married Miss Corrie Belle Parker, who 
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WHEN | 

you contribute on Rally Day you 
are providing more space for a 
larger and better-planned program 
of Religious Education. 


WHEN 


you contribute on Rally Day you 
help to publish more and better 
religious books through John Knox 
Press. 


WHEN 
you contribute on Rally Day you 
help provide a more modern teach- 
ing and training program through 
the new method of visual educa- 
tion. 
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Give Generously 
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Knox Press. 








BUILDING TODAY FOR 
= IRWAW 7 S01 1 
ABETTE 











R TOMORROW 
=f 


io 5% 


AND PUBLICATION 








Richmond 9, Virginia. 





Executive Committee Of 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Fi Edward D. Grant, Executive Secy. 


$125,000.00 | 


for a new day in teaching 
and training through the 
tested and proven method of 
visual education. 


$125,000.00 













with two daughters two grand-daughters and one 
great-grandson survive him. He was a lifelong 
member of Ebenezer Presbyterian Church, near 
Rock Hill, S. C. Interment in the Ebenezer Ceme- 
tery. 

Ebenezer: The body of Capt. Thomas Watson 
Neely, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Neely has 
been brought back from overseas and buried in 
the Ebenezer Cemetery beside his ancestors. He 
was killed at the time of the invasion of France, 
on June 6, 1944, and was 36 years of age. He mar- 
ried Miss Emily Cross, of Sparta, Ga., who sur- 
vives him with one son, his parents, two brothers, 
and four sisters. 





Montgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in a one day meet- 
ing, the 214th Stated Session, in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Narrows, Va., on Tuesday, July 
13, 1948, at 10:00 A. M. There were present 32 
ministers and 37 ruling elders. Rev. B. F. Sperow 
was elected Moderator and Rev. W. A. Nicholson 
Reading Clerk. 


The Rev. T. K. Mowbray of Bethel Presbytery 
tery was received into the membership of the Pres- 
bytery and arrangements were made to install him 
as pastor of the Piedmont and Blackwater Churches 
of Callaway, Va. 


Mr. Earl Spottswood King, Jr., a member of the 
Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church and the son 
of our. Foreign Missionary in Africa, was re- 
ceived under the care of the Presbytery as a Candi- 
date for the Ministry of the Gospel. 


Presbytery heard an inspiring address on Foreign 














Missions by Rev. Joseph R. Woody, Foreign Mis- 
sionary to Brazil, who spoke on ‘The Need and 
Opportunity for Christ in Brazil.’ 

The Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church was 
dissolved and its membership given to the Blacks- 
burg Presbyterian Church. From now on this 
church’s work will be taken care of as an outpost 
of the Blacksburg Church. 

Presbytery gave the Shooting Creek School, a 
mission school, to the Blue Ridge Church, which 
was recently burnt down, that its lumber and me 
terials may be used by the Blue Ridge Church to 
enable it to rebuild, the Shooting Creek School 
being in a community that is now largely aban- 
doned. 

The next Stated Session of Montgomery Pres 
bytery, the 215th Stated Session, will be held in 
the Presbyterian Church of Christiansburg, Va, 
on Tuesday, October 19, 1948, at 10:00 A. M 

—E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk. 
—— > 


73 ° ’ 
Praying Always’ 

On this apparently difficult exhortation, Dr. } 
F. Horton writes: “I want to be, like Livingstone 
at Ilala, in prayer when death comes. But as death 
may come at any moment, I must learn to be, 0 
some real sense, in prayer always. That seems to 
me to be the supreme discovery of life: that 
regular seasons of prayer in Christ Jesus brings 
us to a season which is all prayer, varying in it 
expression and application, but flowing on like 3 
river, which, whatever may be the bends and falls 
of its course, goes on, through all the changes 
its banks, from its source in the hills to its estuary 
in the boundless sea,” 


